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Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 


Membership Roster 
May, 1988 


. Richard F. Buckley 
5839 Glen Ora Drive 
Bethel Park, PA 15102 
(home) 831-5713 
(office) 374-5187 


. John Burns 
96 LaMont Drive 
North Huntingdon, PA 15642 
(home) 824-2281 


- Donald D. Carlucci 
106 Wye Oake Drive 
Cheswick, PA 15024 
(home) 274-5707 
(office) -same- 


. Harry W. Colborn 
3809 Hickory Hill Road 
Murrysville, PA 15668 
(home) 733-2796 
(office) 


. J. Wesley Coltman, ur. 
27 Ruthfred Drive 
Pittsburgh, PA 15241 
(home) 835-4360 
(office) 531-3600 


. Richard J. Crosby 
2543 Penn Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222 
(home) 486-4515 
(office) 281-1490 


. Lawrence C. Dziubek 
4034 Franklin Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15214 

(home) 931-4939 
(work) 644-6616 


. Mr. L. D. Ecoff 
133 North Pinellas Avenue 
Tarpon Springs, FL 34689 


. Charles N. Erb 
130 West Sandle Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15237 
(home) 364-8488 


. Richard T. Foley 
4 West Manilla Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15220 
(home) 279-3035 


. Mr. Richard Gaetano 
5332 Holiday Drive 
Pittsburgh, PA 15236 
(home) 653-7723 


. Dr. Charles F. Gratz 
2761 Bingham Drive 
Upper St. Clair, PA 15241 
(home) 941-6452 
(office) 941-9440 


. Mr. Rodger E. Hershey 
175 Crescent Hills Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15235 
(home) 795-6388 


. Mr. Wayne K. Homren 
1027 King Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15206 
(home) 361-2722 
(office) 642-6900 


. Mr. William V. Hunter, Jr. 
1151 Scorer Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15207 
(home) 462-3931 
(work) 461-2237 


. Dr. Aaron B. Ilson 
Wynmoor Village 
4701 Martinique Drive #A-1 
Coconut Creek, FL 33066 


. Mrs. Eileen Kelly 
4628 Clairton Blvd. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15236 
(home) 882-6150 
(office) 882-6900 


. Mr. Lawrence C. Korchnak 
103 North Brodhead Road 
Aliquippa, PA 15001 
(home) 375-7987 
(office) 774-0252 


. Mr. Edward Krivoniak 
656 Crysler Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15226 
(home) 341-1458 
(office) 261-9000 


. Mr. William Lowery 
238 Crestview Drive 
Pittsburgh, PA 15236 
(home) 655-4914 


. Mr. Bruce R. McAvoy 
926 Ivy Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15232 
(home) 621-2791 
(office) 256-7267 


. Pat McBride 
1400 Grandview Avenue 
McKeesport, PA 15132 
(home) 672-2204 


. William McCook Miller 
631 Pitcairn Place 
Pittsburgh, PA 15232 
(office) 355-6430 


. Glenn A. Mooney 
521 Penn Vista Drive 
Pittsburgh, PA 15235 
(home) 371-2249 


. Armor M. Murdoch 
1111 Franklin Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15221 
(home) 731-9807 __ (674 - 9807 ~beerey) 


. John A. Nelson 
One Foster Square 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212 


. Glenn E. Otterman 
12 East Scott Drive 
Dravosburg, PA 15034 
(home) 466-7074 


. Gerald S. Porter 
1958 Pittview Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212 
(home) 321-2122 


. Raymond C. Rennick 
217 Tea Rose Drive 


Natrona Heights, PA 15065 
(home) 224-2036 
(office) 337-2014 


. J. Paul Scheetz 
1421 Oliver Building 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222 


. Mr. Edmund J. Schenk, Jr. 
10690 Utrillo Lane 
Northglenn, CO 80234 


. Mr. Ted Shiff 
P.O. Box 13043 
Pittsburgh, PA 15243 
(home) 276-6782 
(office) 531-3100 


. Emerson S. Smith 
1072 Summer Place 
Pittsburgh, PA 15243 
(home) 561-2885 


. Alan E. Stricker 
Box 176 
Venetia, PA 15367 
(home) 941-8135 


. Mr. Clifford Sutton 
P.O. Box 17305 
Mesa, AZ 85212 


. Mr. Joseph N. Tosh 

330 Wilson Avenue 

Beaver, PA 15009 
(home) 774-1872 


. Mr. Roy H. Van Ormer 

18 West Cherry Street 

Washington, PA 15301 
(shop) 228-4653 


Mailing List Only 


. Across the Nation 
Numismatic News 

700 E. State Street 
Iola, WI 54990 


. Coin World 
911 Vandemark Road 
Sidney, OH 45367 


Prospective Members 


. Mr. William L. Bailey 

430 Fort Couch Road 

Pittsburgh, PA 15241 
(home) 831-9287 
(office) 531-2020 


. Mr. Nevin Greninger 
4007 Squire’s Manor 
Library, PA 15129 
(home) 
(office) 


. Mr. Robert Zavos 

118 Shangri-La Drive 

Monroeville, PA 15146 
(home) 325-2175 
(office) 
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DATE: Tuesday, November 1, 1988 

TIME: 6:30 P.M. Cocktails, Dinner at 7:30 P.M, 

WHERE: Top of the Triangle Restaurant, U.S, Steel Building 
Speaker: E. Maxine Bruhns, Building the Cathedral of Learning 


This months newsletter has been mailed early to-give everyone extra 
time to sign up for the November Social Meeting. Chairman Dick Buckley 
reports he already has 28 reservations. Dinner selections are large cut 
roast prime rib of beef and broiled swordfish. 


The price is $24.50 per plate including tax and tip. Check should be 
made out to W.P.N.S~. and mailed to John Burns, 96 LaMont Drive, 
N. Huntingdon, Pa.» L>o4e.. Parkimge is available in the U.S. Steel Build- 
ing basement garage. ae te 

reer rerrrrrrrr Str rere tte eee eke eke 2k eee iiiiiiaiel 
Seventeen members and one guest attended the October meeting where 

Dick Buckley gave an excellent detailed talk on the Washington Before 
Poston Medal. Dick presented an impressive display of die varieties and 
restrikes. 


x********MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE********* 


A vote was taken on the membership of Nevin B. Greninger and we 
welcome him as a new member of W.P.N.S. His knowledge and experience 
British Commonwealth coins will certainly be an asset to the group. 

: Larry Dziubek reports that application for membership has been 
received from William L. Bailey. 


HHH HHH HKHEHHHHKANA COMMITTEE* * * * * * #% ¥ % HH * 
Ed Krivoniak reports that official approval 
Mercanti to do the ANA Medal. 
; HHHEHHHHHEX*X*X CI RATORS REPORT *** seer este 


Dick Gaetano presented a detailed list (two file boxes) of materials 
‘and files pertaining to the history of W.P.N.S. 


HEHEHE HEHEHE HHHHHEXCOTN SHOWS * * * ¥# HH EHH HHH 


October 23 Coin & Jewelry Show- Marriott Hotel, Greentree. 
November 13 Antique/Collectable Show- Firehall, Castle Shannon, 


Please address your reply to person signing letter,  - 
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PROGRAM 


Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
Founded 1878 


110th Anniversary Banquet 


Top of the Triangle Restaurant 
USX Tower 
Pittsburgh, PA 


November ist, 1988 
6:30 P.M. 


Armor Murdoch, President Call to Order 
Opening Remarks 
Moment of Silence 


Wayne Homren, Vice-President "WPNS Then and Now" 


FEATURED SPEAKER 
E. Maxine Bruhns, University of Pittsburgh 
"Building the Cathedral of Learning" 


Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
110th Anniversary Banquet 


The Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society celebrated its 110th anniversary with a banquet on 
November ist, 1988. The Society was founded in 1878 and is one of the oldest numismatic 
organizations in the country. WPNS is Life Club member number 6 of the American Numismatic 
Association, and is a cosponsor of the upcoming 98th Anniversary Convention of the ANA, August 9-13, 
1989, in Pittsburgh PA. 


Society President Armor Murdoch opened the banquet held at the Top of the Triangle restaurant atop 
the USX Tower in downtown Pittsburgh. Vice-President Wayne Homren presented a short address to the 
members and guests present. The text of the presentation follows. 


Tonight we celebrate the anniversary of our Society’s founding in 1878. 110 years have passed since 
that day. The world is a greatly changed place. The Civil War was a recent event in the lifetimes of our 
founders. Just a year before, Pittsburgh’s Union Station was burned to the ground in the bloody Railroad 
Riot of 1877. Thomas Edison’s invention of the electric light did not occur until 1879. 


One thing has remained unchanged in 110 years: numismatic fellowship among Society members. 
Magically transported from one century to the other, WPNS members would feel very much at home 
among their own, viewing and discussing coins as in every meeting since 1878. 


Ten years ago this month, our Society met at this same place to celebrate our Centennial. But the 
mood was not festive. At that meeting, Past President W.W.Woodside announced a decision made by 
the directors of the Carnegie Museum of Natural History to sell its vast numismatic collections. These 
collections had been built up over the years with many hours of volunteer service by Woodside and other 
WPNS members. 


The collection had ranked among the best in the nation, alongside the holdings of the American 
Numismatic Society in New York, and the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C. The 
announcement stunned the Pittsburgh numismatic community, and ignited debate nationwide. 


Much has happened in the decade since that decision was announced. Public outcry over the decision 
led to a court hearing and out-of-court settlement wherein parts of the collection were saved, and the 
remainder sold. One part of the collection retained was a very important group of early American cents 
formed by WPNS founder George Clapp. 


An unforeseen, but fortunate side effect of the controversy was a sharp increase in WPNS membership 
and participation. Added to our rolls between 1978 and ’81 were a dozen new members, eight of whom 
have made regular and important contributions since joining. In order, they are: Dick Gaetano, myself, 
Larry Korchnak, Ray Rennick, Roy Van Ormer, Dick Buckley, Don Carlucci, and Rodger Hershey. 


Since 1981 we have added to our ranks: John Burns, Pat McBride, Jerry Porter, Giff Kelly, Al Stricker, 


Ted Shiff, Eileen Kelly, Harry Colborn, and Nevin Greninger. 


In all, some twenty numismatists have been admitted to our membership since 1978. WPNS could not 
have survived 110 years without this constant addition of new members. 


In 1986, it was announced that Pittsburgh had been selected as the site of the 1989 convention of the 
American Numismatic Association. WPNS is a co-sponsor of the convention, and several of our 
members are hard at work preparing to host the annual gathering of collectors from across the nation. 
Preparations are also underway to display parts of Carnegie Museum’s numismatic holdings. A highlight 
of the exhibit will be Clapp’s copper collection. Such a display would have been unthinkable in 1978; in 
just ten years, we’ve come full circle. 


We can all be very proud to be part of an organization which has weathered the ups and downs of 110 
years of history. Through times of war and peace, through times of depression and prosperity, the 
Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society has not only survived, but grown stronger with experience. 
Let us drink a toast to our next 110 years. 


fear, University of Pittsburgh 
The members of Quo Vadis, the organization of N AL ION AL] " 
student volunteer guides for the Nationality Rooms, 


are trained in the history of the rooms and in the 

cultures of the countries they represent. Members 

interpret for visitors the concepts symbolized in the CL ASSROOMS 
rooms, while sharing the excitement of helping 


others discover the riches of the ethnic backgrounds 
portrayed. 


Visitor Information and Gift Center 


Located near the Commons Room, the Visitor 
Information Center (158 C.L.) is normally open 
weekdays from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. for your con- 
venience and orientation. Telephone 624-6000 for 
tour details. 


The NATIONALITY ROOMS GIFT CENTER, located 
in this area, carries hand-crafted items from more 
than 30 countries. Souvenir postcards, brochures, 
books, slides, and campus maps may also be pur- 
chased at the Gift Center. 


Tours 
Guided tours of the Nationality Rooms are usually 


available during the following hours by reservation. 
No reservation is required for taped tours. 


@ ioncay through Friday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Sunday 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 


Nominal educational fees (adults: $1; senior 
citizens and children over eight: 50*) are requested 
from April through August and during December 
when student volunteers are not on campus. 


lt is recommended that reservations be made at 
least two weeks in advance. For tour information, 
please phone (412) 624-6000, or write to Visitor 
Information, 158 C.L., University of Pittsburgh, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15260. 


Published in cooperation with the Department of News and Publications. PR 6800-587 


THE NATIONALITY CLASSROOMS 


Unigue in the world, the Nationality Classrooms 
are gifts to the University of Pittsburgh from the 
ethnic groups of Allegheny County. These rooms, 
which combine antique and specially created fur- 
nishings, encircle the Gothic Commons Room on the 
first floor of the Cathedral of Learning. Authentic 
examples of Classical, Byzantine, Romanesque, 
Renaissance, Tudor, and Empire styles, as well as 
peasant architectural designs, recreate outstanding 
periods from a time prior to the founding of the 
United States and the University in 1787. The com- 
mittees spared no expense of time, effort, artistic 
talent, craftsmanship, or materials in the building of 
the 21 Nationality Rooms, designed by artists and 
architects from the nations represented. 


Used daily for teaching in the arts and sciences, 
the rooms directly contribute to a deeper apprecia- 
tion and understanding of ethnic cultural heritages. 
This experience is enjoyed not only by the students 
and faculty, but also by the thousands of visitors 
from around the world who view the classrooms 
every year. 


During the month of December, the rooms are 
decorated in authentic Christmas styles, with most 
of the ornamental objects made by hand in tradi- 
tional fashion. 


As ethnic heritages continue to play an important 
role in the lives of many people in Pittsburgh, the 
Nationality Rooms and Intercultural Exchange Pro- 
grams also continue to expand and to include many 
other members of the community. Therefore, some 
additional Nationality Rooms are planned for the 
future. 


The Committees 


As the classrooms were completed, the Nationality a 


Committees initiated further programs to instill the 
values of their cultural traditions into the University 
and the Pittsburgh community. These programs 
include providing scholarships to enable students 
and faculty to study abroad; sponsoring lectures, 
exhibits, concerts, and seminars in ethnic studies at 
the University; receiving and providing hospitality 
for distinguished visitors from abroad; and assisting 
the library in acquiring collections of books concern- 
ing their areas of the world. 


In these ways, the intercultural exchange activities 
of the committees reflect the commitment of the 
University to the international dimensions of educa- 
tion and human relations. 


The Nationality Classrooms 


Armenian Classroom (to be completed 1937) 
Chinese Classroom (completed 1939) 
Czechoslovak Classroom (completed 1939) 
English Classroom (completed 1952) 
French Classroom (completed 1943) 
German Classroom (completed 1938) 
Greek Classroom (completed 1941) 
Hungarian Classroom (completed 1939) 
Irish Classroom (completed 1957) 
Israel Heritage Classroom (to be completed 1987) 
Italian Classroom (completed 1949) 
Lithuanian Classroom (completed 1940) 
Norwegian Classroom (completed 1948) 
Polish Classroom (completed 1940) 
Romanian Classroom (completed 1943) 
Russian Classroom (completed 1938) 
Scottish Classroom (completed 1938) 
Swedish Classroom (completed 1938) 
Syria-Lebanon Room (completed 1941) 
Yugoslav Classroom (completed 1939) 
Early American Room (completed 1938) 
(depicts a colonial home in the 1600s) 


For Jerry Porter:::MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF NOVEMBER 1, 1988. 
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Numismatic Society NUMISMATI€ 
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Founded June 14, 1878 IL, 


Minutes of the Social Meeting of the Western Pennsylvania 
Numismatic Society held on November 1, 1983, in commemoration 
of the 110th "Birthday" of the Society. 


The meeting was called to order by President Armor Murdoch, who 
made a few opening remarks of Welcome to the forty-eight members 
and guests in attendance. 

A motion was made and passed to suspend the reading of the 
minutes of the October, 19588 meeting. 


Attendees were asked to indicate, by a show of hands, whether 
they had attedded the 1OOth Anniversary meeting, ten yeas ago 
at the game location. (Top of the Towers resturant in the 
USK Building). About fourteen persons were repeaters. 


New Mamber Nevin oréinger was presented with his official men- 
bership Certificate. 


Stroedtsod Wad “aekeds he eo Tena VM ddnds yy) tad’ ay webLOnswasy mi det £6 
Adour te 


We observed a moment of silent prayer in rememberance of our 
departed members, specifically mentioning Gifford Nelly and 
Dr. James Sloss, beth of whom passed away within the last year. 


Invocation was spoken by Glenn Mooney, at fmotion was wade to 
adiourn the meeting and proceed with the progran. 


Wayne Homren, in his remarks "Then and Now" introduced the 


Speaker, Me. ©. Maxine @ruhns of the University of Pitteburgh. 


WHGes subsect was "The Building of the Cathwedal of Learning". 
whose/ CATH EOBAC 


(Armor M. Murdoch) 


Please address your reply to person signing letter. 


Wayne K. Homren 

Vice President, 

Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
1027 King Avenue 

Pittsburgh, PA 15206 

October 6, 1988 


Mr. Nevin Greninger 
4007 Squire’s Manor 
Library, PA 15129 


Dear Nevin: 


| am pleased to inform you that the Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society has accepted you into 
membership. As you know, we meet on the first Tuesday of each month. You should recieve the 
monthly newsletter a few days before each meeting. Dues are $5.00 per year, payable to the 
Treasurer in June. 


Please verify that your name and address are correct; this address will be used to mail your monthly 
newsletter. Also, please let me know your home and office phone numbers. Should a meeting be 
moved or cancelled for any reason, we will attempt to contact all local members by phone. This 
information will be available only to the officers of the club. 


We look forward to sharing your numismatic knowledge and fellowship at our upcoming meetings. 
Welcome aboard! 


Sincerely, 


( See eT 
} \ 


Wayne K. Homren 
Vice President 
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Tuesday, October 4, 1988 
7:30 P.M, Meeting starts at 8:15 P.M. 


WHERE: Offices of Carnegie Group Inc, 
Five PPG Place, Third Avenue and Market Street, 


PROGRAM: The Washingtom Before Boston Medal by Dick Buckley. 


(eee NE 


(October'88 and April '89 programs have been switched) 
AN Ne ene ae Cas recon eereaat eR wee etreceee ne ee 


The September meeting was a picnic at Armor Murdoch's cottage, Derry, 
Pa. in conjunction with the Greensburg Coin Show. Ten members and three 
guests were in attendance and a good time was had by all. 
The dinner featured ham with raisin sauce, potato salad, baked beans, 
‘etc. Dessert featured a cake lettered im commemoration of the LLOth- anni 
versary of WPNS. Chuck Erb's wife provided us with delicious Greek 
Bakhlava (Spelling?). 


The membership committee has advised that the membership of Nevin 
Greninger will be voted om at this meeting. 


4436444 X*MEMBERSHTP COMMITTEE * % % #4 % 


4H EH HHH ANA Planning Committee****#*e¥x 


Ed Krivomiak advised there was -a planning committee meetimg at his 
house September 18, and I talked to Sam Deep regarding this meeting and 


he advised that we await the OK from the treasury department for 
Johm Mercamte to design the ANA: medal, 


HHHHKKHHEHEHEKETH Numi smatist** *## ee eee HHH 


The September issue of the Numismatist has am article mentioning the 


WPNS publication, Numismatic Survey Of Allegheny County: Special Gr ; 
Encased Items amd advises cost and ordering details, 


EEK KHHHHHHEHH ECOL DD SHOWS * * 4 HHH HH HH 


Octele2 Coim and Baseball Show, Radisson Hotel, Monroeville, Pa, 
Oct. 2 Holiday Coin Show; Holiday Inn, Belle Vernon, Pa. 
. Oct, 8-9 23rd Annual Coin Show, Century Plaza Inn, W. Mifflin, Pa. 
- Oct. 16 Chartiers Valley Coin Show, Holiday Inn, Oakdale, Pa., (Rt. 22 & 30) 
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A Paper Presented to the Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 


October 4, 1988 


R. F. Buckley 


No doubt all in attendance tonight are familiar to some extent with 
the famous Washington Before Boston medal. It has been the exclusive sub- 
ject of no fewer than three well-known monographs as well as several de- 
scriptive articles in important auction catalogs, listings and other numis-— 
matic writings. Such attention for the medal is surely well deserved when 
one considers the significance of the beautifully crafted piece. Why 
then, you might ask, should we meet to further discuss the medal? 


To start with, several years have passed since the latest of the three 
monographs was published, and people who are not primarily Washingtonia 
collectors have probably forgotten the interesting stories relating to the 
origins of the medal and the events which gave rise to its issue. Also, 
the opportunity to see several of the early die varieties, including a 
bronze original, in one place almost never arises, and is reason enough 
for a celebration of the cause. 


The major monographs mentioned above include, of course, that written 
by George Fuld and published in the December 1946 issue of the TAMS Jour- 
nal, the fine and exhaustive presentation prepared by Pittsburgh’s own 
Glenn Mooney and delivered to the membership of Western Pennsylvania Numis-— 
matic Society in February, 1976, and the text of a speech prepared by Joe 
Levine and presented to the TAMS Symposium at the 1982 ANA Convention and 
later published in the August 1982 issue of the TAMS Journal. I am sure 
that several of the members in attendance tonight were present when Glenn 
Mooney made his presentation to WFNS in this nation’s bicentennial year. 
IT wish to acknowledge the work of these three authors as well as a few 
others cited later for much of the information presented herein. There 
Will be precious little new and previously unknown material included in 
this article. 


How significant, you might ask, is the Washington Before Boston medal? 
Well, George Fuld described it as, "Undoubtedly the most famous and most 
important Washington medal." Glenn Mooney has told mé privately that he 
considers his collection of die varieties the most personally satisfying 
achievement of his numismatic career. Joe Levine, in his previously cited 
work, called it, "“Ferhaps the most well-known and studied United States me- 
dal." When describing my piece on display tonight as lot # 293 of the 
Paul Magriel collection, Levine commented, "This is one of the most his- 
toric of all American medals and demands a spot in the cabinet of every 
serious collector." Bowers and Merena, in their catalogue of the David W. 
Dreyfuss collection on April 12, 19846, state that “the Washington Before 
Boston original...has always been a prize for the collector of early 
American medals and the aficionado of American military history." I can 
personally say that acquiring the limited number of early die varieties 
that I now own has given me as great a thrill as anything that I have ever 
accomplished in numismatics. 


You might wonder why this medal gives rise to such excitement among 
those of us who have taken up the chase. The answer is many-faceted. In 
the first place, the collection of Washingtonia in general generates a fa- 
naticism which is numismatically unique. Washingtonia, along with a few 
other series such as choice colonial coins and tokens, early coppers of 
the U.S. Mint, flowing hair type coins, and some others to a lesser de- 
gree, are considered to comprise the classic series of American numisma-— 
tics, and the rarest issues in these series have always been in great de- 
mand among serious enthusiasts. In fact at its height during the 1860's, 
Washingtonia was the most avidly sought after series in the United States, 
far surpassing silver dollars and large cents in popularity and demand. 
Through the years, while other series have waned and boomed, the demand 
for rare and beautiful early Washington pieces has never flagged. Of 
course, due to the number of national bicentennial celebrations occurring 
in this and the previous decade, interest in the series has been rekindled 
and is stronger than ever before. 


There are other and far more compelling reasons for the satisfaction 
associated with the acquisition of a rare Washington piece, but they are 
much more difficult to explain to those of you who are heathen and members 
of the unwashed masses (non-Washingtonia collectors). As one finds and 
studies these little metallic discs struck to honor our original super 
hero, one gradually becomes more and more aware of his greatness and the 
reasons for it. One learns lessons that were never taught in school, and 
sooner or later every collector, no matter how hard and cynical, becomes 
immersed in Washington’s incredible goodness and quality. To acquire a 
superbly sculpted likeness becomes a goal. To actually hold a piece that 
was struck from the same dies used to strike the original gold medal offi- 
cially presented to him, one of only a dozen or so such pieces, surely be- 
comes the thrill of victory! To miss such an opportunity becomes the ago- 
ny Of defeat! An original Washington Before Boston medal struck in bronze 
is the achievement of the quintessential for me and many others like me. 


Let’s briefly consider the event which is commemorated by the medal. 
Following the Stamp Act of 1765, colonists in America became greatly en- 
raged at Britain , the mother country, for what they rightly perceived as 
"taxation without representation." The pioneers took gradually stronger 
exception to these policies, culminating in the famous "Boston Tea Farty" 
early in 1774. The king decided that this affront, merely the most recent 
of several such rebellious acts, must be met with a punishing show of 
strength to discourage such unpatriotic behavior once and for all. Accord- 
ingly, he ordered the port of Boston to be closed and blockaded, and this 
was accomplished. The colonists, already undergoing serious hardship as a 
result of the ill-advised economic policies of the mother country, refused 
to accept this additional unbearable burden and decided to take action. 


In September, 1774, the First Continental Congress met in Philadelphia 
to consider what measures should be taken against the government of the 
king. George Washington was the young delegate to that convention from 
Virginia. He offered, at his own expense, to raise and lead an army of a 
thousand men on an excursion to free the port of Boston. He had previous- 
ly held military command experience as a lieutenant colonel in the French 
and Indian War and along the frontiers of his home colony Virginia. A 
typically timid and indecisive congress took no action before adjourning. 
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Subsequent aggressive events occurred at other sites in the colonies 
culminating in a meeting of the Second Continental Congress in May, 1775. 
By now the American pioneers had been pushed beyond the limits of their 
patience, and in June they appointed George Washington as Commander in 
Chief of their newly formed army. While en route to Boston to assume his 
new command, the British troops attacked the outnumbered and poorly equip- 
ped American soldiers and defeated them roundly at the famous Battle of 
Bunker Hill. The remnants of a leaderless, disorganized and demoralized 
army retreated to about where the circumferential beltway, Route 128, lies 
today to wait unenthusiastically for their new commander. With a great 
deal more anticipation they awaited the day when they could disband and go 
home with their tails between their legs. 


It was into this gloomy atmosphere that Washington arrived on July 3, 
1776, to take charge of his new army. Somehow, through one of his many 
military miracles, he breathed new life into this ragtag group, replacing 
men in key positions and restoring dignity and morale. He positioned ele- 
ments of his troops and weapons on Dorchester Heights overlooking Boston 
Harbor and laid siege to the city. Due to strategic deployment of cannons 
and men, the British found themselves cut off from supplies and replace- 
ments either by land or by sea. The siege lasted over eight months. On 
March 17, 1776, General Howe and the British troops were forced to leave 
the city and set sail for the still loyal colony of Nova Scotia. 


Of course, this was only the beginning. Nobody then could have even 
guessed at the struggles and hardships which were to be overcome by their 
long-suffering young army and its historic and gallant leader before vic— 
tory, independence and freedom from tyranny were to be achieved. But even 
the often dull and slow-acting Continental Congress realized that history 
was in the making, because on March 25, 1776, they met and resolved, "That 
the thanks of this Congress, in their own name, and in the name of the 
Thirteen United Colonies whom they represent, be presented to his Excellen- 
cy General Washington, and the Officers and Soldiers under his command, 
for their wise and spirited conduct in the siege and acquisition of Bos- 
ton; and that a Medal of gold be struck in commemoration of this great 
event, and presented to his Excellency; and that a committee of three 
shall be appointed to prepare a letter of thanks, and a proper device for 
the medal." (1). 


So the very first official medal ever authorized by the government of 
the United States, our federal Congress, for presentation to an honored 
citizen came into heing. In fact, amazingly, it is the only medal ever 
conferred by this nation on its greatest patriot and hero! And there was 
nothing routine about the manufacture and delivery of this medal. Many 
years would pass and many medals delivered to much lesser lights before 
the authorization would bear fruit. In fact, it was ten to thirteen years 
later (the exact date of the presentation is not established with certain- 
ty), when it was struck in gold and given to the great man. By that time 
he had long since resigned his commission and returned to his home in 
Mount Vernon to what he mistakenly expected to be a career as a gentleman 
farmer. 


John Hancock, President of the Congress, informed Washington in a 
letter dated April 2, 17746, that he was to be honored, saying, “The 
Conoress have ordered a golden medal, adapted to the occasion, to be 
struck, and, when finished, to be presented to you." (2). 


John Adams, a member of the aforementioned Congressional committee of 
three, also wrote to Washington on the same day, April 2, saying, “I did 
myself the honor’*to move for the thanks of Congress to Your Excellency, 
and that a medal of gold should be struck in honor of it...I should be 
very happy to have Your Excellency’s sentiments concerning a proper one 
Cdevice for the medalj." (3). 


On April 15 Washington posted a note to Adams, saying, "I am impressed 
with the deepest gratitude for the high honour intended me by Congress. 
Whatever devices may be determined upon by the respectable committee they 
have chosen for that purpose, will be highly agreeable to me." (4). 


From that point on, the history of the progress of the medal reads 
like a comedy of errors. The events are fully chronicled by prior authors 
who have been cited, so I will offer a brief outline of what happened. 


The war dragged on for some time, and then there was the business of 
declaring our independence and negotiating a lasting peace, so the Congres-— 
sional committee concerned itself with other more pressing matters for sev- 
eral years. When interest in the medal again arose, it was decided that, 
for lack of proper minting facilities in the United States, the necessary 
dies should be made and the medal struck at the mint in Faris which was 
world famous for the quality and beauty of the pieces produced by their 
sculptors. It was then determined that no suitable bust of Washington was 
available in Europe, and since the sculptors had never seen the great man, 
they had no model from which to work. This problem was made glaringly evi- 
dent when in 1778 Voltaire commissioned a medal to be struck in Faris to 
honor Washington and, with only their imagination to guide them, the final 
product resembled Napoleon far more than our great patriot. 


Eventually, the noted French sculptor, Jean Antoine Houdon, visited 
Washington at his home in Mount Vernon in the fall of 1785 and crafted a 
cast from the face of Washington. He then sculpted a Bust using the life 
mask as a model and returned with it to Paris. Houdon, of course, is the 
artist who created the famous statue of Washington now on display in the 
rotunda of the Capitol Building in Richmond, Virginia. It is said to be 
the finest likeness of the General and has been the model for many of the 
most important medals and portraits of Washington. 


In any case, arrangements were made by, among others, Thomas Jeffer- 
son, with the French medallic sculptor, Duvivier, to use the Houdon bust 
as a model and prepare a set of dies suitable for the occasion. The re- 
verse die devices had been proposed previously by the French Royal Academy 
of Inscriptions and Belles-Lettres, and finally the work was underway. 


Problems continued. Thomas Jefferson was unhappy with the executed 
obverse design because it featured an exergue line, and because the sculp- 
tor used U*’s in the legends rather than the classic Roman V’s. Incredib-— 
ly, the date in Roman numerals on the original reverse die was cut as 
MCCLXXVI, (1276), rather than the correct MDCCLXXVI (1776). The "D" had 
been omitted in error. Duvivier was coerced into preparing new corrected 
dies. Eventually, the original medals were struck from these dies. 


A single gold specimen was struck from these dies and presented to Gen- 
eral Washington at some time between 1786 and 1789. Unbelievably, there 
is no documentation of exactly when, how or by whom the presentation was 
made. The medal was not heard from again until after Washington’s death 
in 1799, when it was mentioned in his will and found in his “Iron Chest." 
It passed to his nephew, Bushrod Washington (5). The medal remained in 
the Washington family, passing from descendent to descendent until 1870 
when it appeared as lot #1404 of a numismatic auction by the firm of Lea- 
vitt, Strebeigh & Co., where it received no bid over the reserve price of 
$4000. (4). In 1876, the city of Boston purchased the gold medal fram 
Mrs. Ann Bull Washington for a reported $5000. (7). It resides at the Bos- 
ton Public Library which also houses Washington’s personal library, and 
every year on February 22 the medal is put on display for the public. 


Four or five specimens struck from these original dies in silver are 
reported (8), but only two can be presently confirmed, the Mass. Histori- 
cal Society and the Fuld specimen (9). Fuld reports “probably 5 or 6" 
Original strikings in bronze, with only the Fuld and Norweb pieces present-— 
ly located (11). Levine suggests that as many as ten or twelve may exist. 


Now let’s describe the medals in general and consider a few of the die 
varieties in particular. The medal is 2 11/16" (78 mm) in diameter. The 
obverse device is a bare bust of Washington right, fashioned after the Hou- 
don bust. The legend starts near the point of the curl and reads clock- 
wise near the circumference in Latin, GEORGIO WASHINGTON SVFREMO DVCI EXER- 
CITVVM ADSORATORI LIBERTATIS, which translates more or less to "To George 
Washington Supreme Commander of the Armies and Establisher of Liberty." 
Below the bust in the exergue are the words COMITIA AMERICANA which in Eng- 
lish means "American Committee," and refers to the fact that this and se- 
ven other medals issued (and incidentally delivered) to other commanders 
between 1777 and 1781 were officially authorized by the Continental Con- 
gress. In small letters to the left and below the truncation of the bust 
in two lines, is DU VIVIER PARIS F. This identifies the sculptor and the 
fact that the dies and medals were originally prepared at the Paris mint. 


The reverse die depicts Washington and a group of his officers on 
horseback atop the Dorchester Heights overlooking the city and harbor of 
Boston. They are observing the flight of the British troops leaving the 
harbor aboard ships which are seen in the background. Also atop the 
Heights are a pair of cannons and a group of cannon balls. Lower and to 
the right is part of a fort with two more cannons. At the foot of the 
Heights are American troops in formation. Above the scene on the circum— 
ference is the legend HOSTIBUS PRIMO FUGATIS ("The Enemy Is First Fut to 
Fiight*s. In the exergue on three lines is the inscription, "BOSTONIUM 
RECUPERATUM XVII MARTII MDCCLXXVI ("Boston Recovered March 17 1776"). Qn 
one of the cannons in the foreground is the artist’s mark, DU VIV. 
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Mooney identified and described twenty-four different varieties struck 
over the years in several sizes. Some were minted in Faris from various 
sets of dies. Others were struck at the U.S. mint in Fhiladelphia from 
completely different dies. Several of the earliest dies suffered serious 
damage during usage, and that accounts for the rarity of many of the earli- 
est varieties. Others were repaired or retouched from time to time during 
their life, and they are describable by die states. A few new varieties 
have been struck since Mooney’s article, and surely there are one or two 
that escaped his notice. As a matter of fact, the petty squabbles between 
the nations, France and the U.S., over the years as to who should own the 
dies and who should and should not be authorized to strike and sell the 
resultant medals to the public make very interesting and amusing stories 
and could be the topic of another future presentation. 


The first specimen to be considered tonight is, appropriately, the ori- 
ginal die marriage, struck in copper. The distinguishing characteristics 
of this variety are easily recognizable. They all appear on the reverse 
die. Note the periods after both Roman numerals in the exergque. They do 
not appear on all varieties. Also, note that the outer circles of the O’s 
in HOSTIBUS and FRIMO are almost perfectly round. All others feature pro- 
nounced oval shapes for these letters. Next, see that the second I in 
MARTITI lines up directly under the second R in RECUPERATUM. This align- 
ment varies from die to die. Finally, observe that four hooves appear un- 
der the belly of Washington’s steed. This feature is not, however, unique 
to this die. Some dies show three hooves and some show four. Previous 
writers have sufficiently pointed out the folly of using this criteria as 
the sole basis for attribution. Some of the most common varieties as well 
as some of the rarest feature four hooves. I should also mention that the 
rich chocolate color is distinctive of the early varieties, although in or- 
der to appreciate the differences in hues from variety to variety, one 
must have some knowledge of the histories of the mints involved and their 
use of bronze alloys through the years. One other point is that the ori- 
ginal issues and the first restrikes are the only pieces struck at the 
Paris mint to have no edge markings. All others feature the distinctive 
edge markings of this mint as well as the identification of the metal in 
which they were struck; i.e., ARGENT, CUIVRE or BRONZE. The U.S. mint 
used no such edge markings to differentiate their restrikes. 


Briefly, once again, the thing that makes this variety so significant 
is that it 1s one of the rare pieces that was struck by the same dies as 
the gold specimen actually presented to General Washington. Ferhaps as 
many as twenty medals in all metals, including the gold, were struck be- 
fore the large dies broke severely making them totally unusable. Signs of 
die wear are evident on my specimen. Gouges appear on the obverse die, 
and there is evidence of die buckling in the field of the reverse. Until 
fairly recent times, dies prepared to strike large medals in hard metals 
have always been subject to fatal failures considerably more often than 
those used to strike small pieces or specimens in lead, pewter or other 
white metal alloys. This characteristic accounts for the extreme rarity 
of the early Washington Before Boston die varieties as well as some other 
Similar 18th and 19th century medals. 


Although this piece was sold as part of the famed Faul Magriel collec- 
tion, Magriel actually never owned this or any original Washington Before 
Boston medal. Joe Levine personally owned this piece. At one time he had 
two original specimens, having acquired them from George Fuld. Levine 
said that he offered this piece in the Magriel catalog in order to help 
raise funds to finance his daughter’s college education. My piece may 
play a similar role when my son is ready for his educational fine tunings 
but meanwhile it*brings me great satisfaction to own this historic medal. 


The next piece is extremely interesting. Fuld and Mooney called it ED 
the first restrike. Levine’s article described a piece found by John Ford 
unknown to the two previous authors which combined the original obverse in 
later state with the previously mentioned reverse die featuring the error 
date in Roman numerals (1276). (11). Probably this variety should be in- 
serted as the first restrike rather than Fuld and Mooney’s type, but to 
avoid confusion I will not mention it in this discussion and let you read 
Levine’s article to learn of the details. In any case, this variety mar- 
ries the original obverse in somewhat later die state with the chips and 
gouges slightly advanced, with a reverse that has been mentioned before 
but modified for use. The reverse die used to strike the originals contin- 
ued to buckle badly, and after a short life it was damaged beyond useful—- 
ness. Since the demand for these medals remained high, the Paris mint 
took steps to augment the supply. The old discarded reverse die with the 
error Roman date was once again dragged out, and it was rendered useable 
by the simple expedient of striking a D over the incorrect M and adding a 
new M to the left, transforming MCCLXXVI (1276) into MDCCLXXVI (1776). 

And so we have the only known instance of an overdate in Roman numerals! 


Mooney states that the first restrike was struck in lead and chocolate 
bronze. (12). They are both extremely rare, only a pair of each being pre- 
sently located. The specimen I show tonight is apparently a cast counter— 
feit! I found it in a dealer’s stock on the floor of a major convention 
three years ago. He had no idea of the die variety, nor did he care. The 
piece was offered without fanfare at a most reasonable price, and he could 
not account for its provenance. IT have no idea of when or under what cir- 
cumstances the piece was crafted, but there is little doubt that it was 
made directly from one of the rare first restrikes. The obverse, as stat-— 
ed above, is still the original die with slightly more signs of damage. 
The reverse has the following distinctive characteristics: B in BOSTONIUM 
is located under the ankle of the right rear foot of Washington’s horse; 
the period after the second Roman numeral in the exergue is larger than 
that after the first; and that second period is under the right side of 
the second I in MARTII. Like the original, four hooves appear under the 
belly of Washington’s horse. This restrike was struck during or before 
1820, because it was from that date on that the Paris mint began to mark 
the edges of their medals with mint and metal marks. (15). 


The D over M feature of the overdate is not distinct on my specimen be- 
cause the casting makes the entire area appear as though the die had been 
filled with grease. However, the other characteristics make the attribu- 
tion certain. Some people have characterized my piece as a museum copy. 
That may be reasonable, for where else would one obtain a piece to use as 
a model? However, until the provenance can be proven, I will consider it 
to be an interesting counterfeit filler while awaiting the real thing. 
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Specimens of the second restrike are usually classified by die stages 
because they were produced from dies under various stages of repair at dif- 
ferent times, and the pieces so struck are clearly distinguishable. All 
three states are represented in both silver and bronze, although neither 
Fuld nor Mooney knew of the existence of the third, or late, state of the 
die in silver. It was the last discovered and probably the rarest type of 
this group. I have on display tonight one specimen of the early state in 
chocolate bronze; and one piece of the late state in silver. 


The obverse die of this marriage is the same as the original die. A 
new reverse die was necessitated when once again the previously used one 
failed fatally after a limited number of strikings. The die is distinc- 
tive by the combination of the following traits: This is the first reverse 
die that shows only three hooves below the horse’s belly; there are no per— 
iods after the Roman numerals in the exergue; and, like the original, the 
second I of MARTII ends under the second R in RECUPERATUM. The QO’s in the 
legend are, like the first restrike, quite oval rather than round like the 
Originals. Additionally, the edge is incused with a mint mark and metal 
type for the first time. 


My chocolate bronze piece on display is a specimen of the early die 
state of the second restrike. You can see clearly that the damage on the 
obverse die, previously described as gouges, have now degenerated into 
deep pits on the die. They are prominent when one looks at the bust side 
of the medal. This marriage went into use at some time between 1820, when 
the French mint began to mark its edges, and 1890, when the mint switched 
to golden bronze and began to replace the earlier edge marking, CUIVRE, 


with the currently used BRONZE. There are, according to Fuld who rates it 
as R-S, over 100 pieces of this state in bronze. 


My silver piece is an example of the the third, or late, state of the 
die. Note that the damage to the obverse die has, by now, been repaired. 
The dies were reworked and the result was a second state of the marriage 
on which there were no pits, gouges or breaks on either of the dies. How- 
ever, late in the life of this marriage, judging from the rarity of known 
examples in any metal, a serious die break occurred at the reverse rim 
above the letters HOS in HOSTIBUS. These pieces were presumably struck in 
Paris after 1890, because all known examples of the third state in bronze 
were struck in golden bronze. (14). The silver piece was struck ina 
matte finish, and it has toned to a lovely gray over the years. This 
piece was from the original Magriel collection and was lot # 204 of Joe 
Levine’s catalogue of that sale. One other piece is known, the David W. 
Dreyfuss specimen offered by Bowers and Merena as lot # S232 of their Ap- 
ril 12, 1986 sale. 


Some time between 1855 and 1890, the U.S. mint decided to jump on the 
retail public sales bandwagon, and after lengthy and futile negotiations 
in an effort to acquire the dies in use from the French mint, mediocre but 
usable dies were prepared from a current Faris medal. The pieces struck 
from these dies are easily recognizable. Although reproduced from a se- 
cond restrike specimen, the U.S. dies lost some detail in the process. 


Previously smooth areas were now less so. A small die pit shows on the 
reverse of all known pieces slightly above the center of the die. The 
most telling characteristic, though, is that there is no device on the 
edges, as the U.S. mint never has adopted this practice. My piece on 
display is struck in chocolate bronze. This was the only metal used for 
this marriage, referred to as the third restrike, or the first U.S. re- 
strike. There is little doubt that several hundred of these were struck. 


Around 1890 these new dies made in the U.S. became useless through 
wear, and a new set had to be prepared. At this time entirely new dies 
were created using new letter punches and device tools. The obverse is 
most easily distinguished by noting the slightly new placement of the ar- 
tist’s name DU VIVIER and the new serif on the lower right corner of the 
letter G where it appears in the legend. On the reverse, a fourth hoof 
suddenly reappears under the horse’s belly. Periods have been reinstated 
after the Roman numeral dates, and the second I of MARTII is now under the 
second E of RECUPERATUM. The O*s in the legend have become even slimmer 
than before. These pieces were first struck in chocolate bronze and are 
very rare in this metal. Fuld accounts for four known specimens (15), and 
Mooney reports presumably an additional piece in his collection. Shortly 
after 1900 the U.S. mint switched to the new golden bronze alloy, similar 
to that being used at the Faris mint since 1890. From that time until the 
present day, the fourth restrike dies have been in use at the mint to manu- 
facture these pieces in that modern alloy and, recently, in matte silver 
as well. These medals are still available directly from the U.S. mint. 

My piece shown here tonight is struck in golden bronze. 


Meanwhile, back on the farm, the French mint was forced to retire 
their old dies and replace them with a new set in approximately 1910. 
(16). These new dies confused collectors for some time because they com- 
bined various characteristics of the originals and previous restrikes. Qn 
the reverse, the fourth hoof was replaced under the belly of the horse to 
match the original. Likewise, the last I of MARTII was restored to below 
the second R in RECUPERATUM. However, the periods were not restored after 
the Roman numeral dates, and the O*s in the legend remained oval shaped, 
in both cases matching the first restrike. The edges were marked as with 
previous Paris restrikes. Until approximately 1930, they featured miscel—- 
laneous mint marks and the metal used plus the word FRANCE. After 1930, 
the word FRANCE was dropped from the edge. Pieces were struck in silver 
and golden bronze. My piece being shown tonight is a golden bronze speci- 
men struck after 1920. The fifth restrike is still available from the 
Paris mint in both metals. 


The remaining pieces on display here are related to the Washington Be- 
fore Boston Medals. Some were mentioned by the previous authors and are 
shown just for the sake of information and completeness. 


In or about 1865 at the height of the Washingtonia collecting fever, a 
contemporary sculptor named A. Demarest electrotyped a hub from a Washing- 
ton Before Boston medal obverse and used the bust device he made as the 
central design on a medal that he issued. He replaced Duvivier’s name 
with his own, added new appropriate legends, and mated his new obverse 
with a superb rendering of Washington’s mansion at Mount Vernon which was 
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of his own design and handiwork. Fuld plated the piece in his monograph 
(17), and I have brought a specimen to exhibit. Although it is a beauti- 
fully crafted attractive large medal, the nineteenth century numismatic 
fraternity never forgave Demarest for what they perceived as an outright 
act of plagiarism. Baker, for instance, absolutely refused to include the 
piece in his famous work, and had this to say about the incident: "Electro- 
type copies of this head made in New York...for a Mr. J. Crutchett, are 
well known. The*bust is surrounded by a classic band, and beneath it ap- 
pears, A. Demarest Sc.3; the substitution of this name in lieu of the real 
engraver, 1S an unwarranted assumption." (18). 


The year 1901 was the 125th anniversary of the forced evacuation of 
the British from Boston. On this occasion the school children of Boston 
were presented with an attractive small medal struck in bronze which used 
as the obverse die a much reduced but otherwise accurate copy of the re- 
verse of the Washington Before Boston medal. The piece measures approxi- 
mately 28 mm (1 1/72"). The reverse features the following six-line legend 
enclosed within a wreath: SOUVENIR 125TH ANNIVERSARY EVACUATION DAY BOS- 
TON, MASS. 19701. This medal was manufactured by the famous New Jersey me- 
dalists, Whitehead and Hoag Company. The piece is relatively available. 


Seventy-five years later, 1976, besides being the bicentennial anniver- 
sary Of our country, was also quite obviously the 200th anniversary of the 
evacuation of Boston. A medal very similar to that issued in 1901 was 
struck once again and apparently distributed to the school children in the 
area. The main difference, of course, was that the reverse die now read 
290TH ANNIVERSARY rather than 125TH ANNIVERSARY. Also, I have found this 
medal in two distinctly different finishes. IT am showing examples of both 
tonight. This fact suggests that the types were made by two different 
firms, although, unlike the 1901 pieces, they are unsigned and I have not 
yet researched these to dig out the facts. These bicentennial types were 
issued later in the same year that Glenn Mooney made his presentation to 
WPNS, so he was not aware of them at the time he wrote his monograph. 


Mooney reports that he was advised to contact a Boston source for help 
with research on the 1901 pieces. He eventually got in touch with Ralph 
Goldstone, a Boston dealer, who supplied Mooney with a piece and provided 
the necessary research information. (19). I digress to this because the 
late Mr. Goldstone was a personal friend and a giant of a numismatist whom 
I greatly admired. He helped me tremendously in my numismatically forma- 
tive years. Some day I hope to put together a profile on this warm and 
knowledgeable old friend, and the information might result in another 
evening’s reminiscence. 


As Mooney points out, in 1973 the U.S. mint went on a medal striking 
rampage in anticipation of the national celebrations due to be observed in 
the next twenty years. Glenn mentions that another small (1 1/2" diame- 
ter) reproduction of the Washington Before Boston medal was offered to the 
public in both golden bronze and pewter “as part of a set of two (the 
other being the Gates medal)." (20). In fact, the pieces were offered as 


part of a set of eleven reproductions of America’s first medals. They 
included the Washington Before Boston piece, the other seven COMITIA 
AMERICANA Medals (21), and three additional medals that were struck to 
commemorate battles of the American Revolutionary War. A booklet housing 
the entire set of medals in pewter is on display here tonight as well as 
the individual Washington Before Boston medals in both metals. 


It is interesting to note the startling differences in the expression 
on the face of the imaginary Washington portrait as commissioned by Vol- 
taire and mentioned earlier in this paper (22), compared to that as depic- 
ted by Duvivier modeled from the life mask Houdon bust on this lovely me- 
dal. On the former, Washington is pictured as a stern and demanding Napo- 
leonic military type with battle-hardened features. Those who sculpted 
this image had never seen a likeness of the great man and could only aquess 
at his appearance based on his accomplishments. The latter, taken from 
life, clearly shows the qualities of hero and statesman, strenath of char- 
acter and dignity possessed by our Fater Fatriae. Nowhere else in our 
vast artistic culture is it so evident that, although the Voltaire medal 
portrait may have been somewhat wide of the mark, the leqend could not 
have been more true when it stated, "WASHINGTON REUNIT FAR UN RARE ASSEM-— 
BLAGE LES TALENS DU GUERRIER ET LES VERTUS DU SAGE." 


=“ Lie End— 
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PREFACE 
Purpose and Intended Reader Audience 


The purpose of the manuscript is to provide a balanced integration of British 
history and numismatics for the benefit of numismatists interested in the 
historical setting associated with the coinage of the British Isles. 


Method of Approach Includes 


Historical overview sections 
Chronology sections 
Representative coins sections 
Bibliography sections 
Appendices (coin compositions and denominations, geneaologies, 
Biographies, etc.) 
Tables (populations, compositions and denominations, Roman names, 
mints, contributors to culture, etc.) 
Glossaries (Celtic, Roman, and Anglo-Saxon terms) 
Alpha-numeric numbering system for coins (compatible with some PC data 
bases ) 
Extension of identification code to types of coins. 
Use of rarity scale and values. 
. Addition of an appendix covering the genealogy of Celtic, Roman, and 
Post-Roman leaders. 
Use of a data base program. 


Acknowledgment of Literature Influence 


Seaby's books 
Friedberg's book 
History books 


Acknowledgment of Assistance and Encouragement 


Proof readers 

Reviewers 

Manuscript contributors 
Photograph contributors 


OF ABBREVIATIONS 


meaning 


Celtic Belgic Migration 

Celtic Dynastic Issue of Southern Britain 

Celtic Dynastic Issue of North Thames 

Celtic Dynastic Issue of South Midlands 

Celtic Dynastic Issue of Eastern England 

British -- Roman Republic 

British -- Roman Empire 

Anglo-Saxon -- Kingdom of Northumbia 

Anglo-Saxon Archbishopric of York 

Anglo-Saxon Kingdom of Kent 

Anglo-Saxon Archbishopric of Canterbury 

Anglo-Saxon Kingdom of Mercia 

Anglo-Saxon Kingdom of East Anglia 

Anglo-Saxon Viking Invaders of England from 
Denmark 

Anglo-Saxon Kingdom of Wessex 

Anglo-Saxon Kingdom of England 

Norman Line 

Anjou-Plantagenet Line 

Lancaster Line 

Tudor Line 

Stuart Line 

Orange Line 

Hanover Line 

Saxe-Coburg and Gotha Line 

Windsor Line 


KH KKH KKK KKK RIKI RRR ORR RE 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF 


MANUSCRIPT IN PROCESS ON NUMISMATIC HISTORY 
OF INTEREST TO COLLECTORS OF 


BRITISH MATERIAL 
KKH HH KK HHI KHER HIKE HK KKH IKK EKER KKK RK KKK KKK HK KR KH KHER HHH KKK KEK KEK KEE 


Probable Title -- COINS AND TOKENS OF THE BRITISH ISLES SINCE 125 BC 
Target Date for Release of First Edition -- Summer of 1989 
Status -- 100 pages of draft copy have been prepared 
Probable Cost -- $ 45.00 
Estimated Number of Pages -- 450 
Source for Additional Information -- 
Coins and Computers 


2930 West Liberty Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15216 


(Comments or suggestions are welcome -- they may be of help to us.) 


KKK KKK KKH KKK HHH KKK KKK KK KKK KKK KK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKH KKK KK KKK KKK KKKRKKKRKEKKKKKKKKEKRKKEE 
Purpose and Intended Reader Audience 


The purpose of the manuscript is to provide a balanced integration of British 
history and numismatics for the benefit of numismatists interested in the 
historical setting associated with the coinage of the British Isles. 

Method of Approach Includes 


. Historical overview sections 
Chronology sections 

. Representative coins sections 
Bibliography sections 
Appendices (coin compositions and denominations, geneaologies, Biographies, 
etc.) 
Tables (populations, compositions and denominations, Roman names, 
mints, contributors to culture, etc.) 

. Glossaries (Celtic, Roman, and Anglo-Saxon terms) 

. Alpha-numeric numbering system for coins (compatible with some PC data 
bases ) 


Suggestions Being Considered to Make the Publication More Useful 


Extension of identification code to types of coins. 

. Use of rarity scale and values. 
Addition of an appendix covering the genealogy of Celtic, Roman, and 
Post-Roman leaders. 

. Use of a data base program. 
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Western Peunsulbania WESTERN 
i PENNSYLVANIA 


Nuunismatic Society NUMISMATIC 
a SOCIELT 


Date: Saturday, September 10, 1988 
Time: eo) Pee . : 
Where: _ Armor Murdoch's Cottage, Derry, Pa. 
Program: Picmic Meeting 
Despite the hot weather we had 15 members amd three guests attending 
the August meeting where Wayne Homrem gave a. very interesting talk on 
J. C. Buffum, Pittsburgh Entrepreneur, ? 


¥XHee*X*XMembership Committee******* 


Larry Dziubek received a letter of recommendation for membership from 
Ted Shiff for Nevin Greminger, 


Wayme Homren had the 1988-'89 programs printed and mailed to me. 
I am including them im this months newsletter. Also it was decided that 
the November lst dimner meeting will be at the Top of the Triangle and 
Larry Korchmak will handle further arrangements. 


@ ******Dyublications Committee****** 


Dick Buckley volunteered to chair this committee. 
eHHHEN*PUDLIcity Committee******* 


President Murdoch is still looking for a monm-officer to chair this 
committee. 


Pittsburgh club members were well represented at the 1988 ANA Conven- 
tion im Cincinnati with a "Pittsburgh '89" table where 2500 Pittsburgh 
Golden Triangle Tokens were passed out and Pittsburgh '89 T. shirts were 
sold. These were designed by Wayne Homren. 

Pittsburgh had four winners im the 120 exhibits as follows. Tokens: . 
First Place: Wayne Homrem. Medals: Secomd Place: David Deep. Third Phace: 
Sam Deep. Foreigm Coins: Second Place: Larry Korchmak, - 

/ ¥¥H#*X*¥X**¥*DG Cnc Meeting******* xxx — 

This months. meetimg is a picmic at Armor Murdoch's cottage in Derry, 
Pa. im conjunction with the Greensburg (Youmgwood), Pa. Coin Show. 

Guests are welcome. Attendees will be assessed $5.00 to pay for the food 
and refreshments. Arrival time: 3:30 P.M. We'll start cooking around 5 P.M. 


John Burns advises his Empire Numismatic Literature Catalog is missing 
from the August meeting and would appreciate its return. 


@© KHHEKKXKX*X*X*XCOTN Shows* * * ¥ * ¥ ¥* ## EX 


Sept. 10-11 Greensburg:Coin Show, Youmgwood Fire Hall, 2nd & Chestnut Sts. 
Serr. 17-18 InNdiANA Coin SHow, RUSTIC Lopsce Rr. 2876S, INDIANA, && . 


Sept. 24-25 LAncastee Cin Siew, FARM + Hoe CENTER, ARCADIA fea, Lascasrere fA. 
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DIRECTIONS: Rte. 22 east to Blairs e, turn right on Rte. 217 and go)\ ,;, 
6 miles to sign on left side of road - OR ~ Rte. 30 east throngh ; 
Greensburg by-pass to Kingston Bridge and Dam, turn left on Rte 217 

and go through Derry, Pae, proceed on 217 for 2 miles to sign. m4 

Sign reads "Ridgeview" Turn and cross Penn Central tracks into 

Park. Cottage is 61. Distance-approximately )2miles from Wilkinsburg. 
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OFFICERS 
Armor Murdoch 
Wayne Homren 
Secretary Jerry Porter 


Treasurer John Burns 


Curator 


Address 


Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
2543 Penn Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222 


Western 
Pennsylvania 
Numismatic 


Society 


Founded 
June 14, 1878 


Pittsburgh, PA 


111th Year 
1988 - 1989 


Unless otherwise noted, meetings will be held the first April 4, 1989 
Tuesday of each month, at the offices of Carnegie Group “The Washington Before 
Inc, Five PPG Place, Downtown. Conversation at 7:30 p.m., Boston Medal" Dick Buckley 
meeting begins at 8:15. 


September 10, 1988 
Picnic Meeting 
Held Saturday, 3 p.m., Armor Murdoch's cottage. 


October 4, 1988 
“The Eight Reales of South and Central 
America (1732-1821)" Richard Crosby 


November 1, 1988 
Social Meeting 
Held at Top of the Triangle Restaurant 


Guest Speaker: E. Maxine Bruhns of 
the University of Pittsburgh 
“Building the Cathedral of Learning” 


December 6, 1988 
"Jeton: Throw-piece to Show-piece" 


January 3, 1989 
“Counterfeiting and Grading in 
a Changing Numismatic World” 


February 7, 1989 
“Attributing U.S. Large Cents" 


May 2, 1989 
“The Works of Augustus 


St. Gaudens"” Eileen Kelly 


June 6, 1989 
Annual Business Meeting 


July 11, 1989 
"Byzantine Coinage" 


August 1, 1989 
"Early Bridge and Trolley 
Tokens of Pittsburgh” 


The Program Committee urges you to bring x ) 
acquisitions or any other articles of numismatic interest for 
display at the meetings. Particularly welcome are exhibits 
and LSCS Bulletins" related to the current program topic. 


March 7, 1989 
"Bust Quarters and JRCS 


Bring a Guest! 
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Unless otherwise noted, meetings will be held the first April 4, 1989 
Tuesday of each month, at the offices of Carnegie Group “The Washington Before 
Inc, Five PPG Place, Downtown. Conversation at 7:30 p.m., Boston Medal" Dick Buckley 
meeting begins at 8:15. 


September 10, 1988 
Picnic Meeting 
Held Saturday, 3 p.m., Armor Murdoch's cottage. 


October 4, 1988 
“The Eight Reales of South and Central 
America (1732-1821)" Richard Crosby 


November 1, 1988 
Social Meeting 
Held at Top of the Triangle Restaurant 


Guest Speaker: E. Maxine Bruhns of 
the University of Pittsburgh 
“Building the Cathedral of Learning" 


December 6, 1988 
"Jeton: Throw-piece to Show-piece" 


January 3, 1989 
"Counterfeiting and Grading in 
a Changing Numismatic World" 


February 7, 1989 
“Attributing U.S. Large Cents" 


May 2, 1989 
“The Works of Augustus 
St. Gaudens" Eileen Kelly 


June 6, 1989 
Annual Business Meeting 


July 11, 1989 
“Byzantine Coinage" Pat McBride 


August 1, 1989 
“Early Bridge and Trolley 
Tokens of Pittsburgh" Larry Dziubek 


The Program Committee urges you to bring recent 


acquisitions or any other articles of numismatic interest for 
display at the meetings. Particularly welcome are exhibits 
related to the current program topic. 


March 7, 1989 
“Bust Quarters and JRCS 
and LSCS Bulletins” 


Bring a Guest! 
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Western Peunsyloania / WESTERN 
PENNSYLVANIA 


Numismatic Dociety - NUMISMATIC 
SOCIETY 


Date: Tuesday, August 2, 1988 
Time: 7:30 P.M. Meeting starts at 8:15 P.M. 
Where: Offices of Carnegie Group Inc. 
Five PPG Place, Third Avenue and Market Street, Downtown 


Program: J, C, Buffum, Pittsburgh Entrepreneur, by Wayne Homren 


Nineteen Members and ome guest attemded the July meeting wherein 
Ray Renmick spoke on Colonial Collectables displayimg several 1776 coins, 
continental currency and early newspaperse 


*****MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE* **** 


Larry Dziubek introduced Harry Colborn as a mew member. Harry mention- 
ed his background and his avid interest in U. S. large cents. 


eo *******PROGRAM COMMITTEE***** 


Wayne Homren advised he is near completion on the '88-'89 slate of 
ad es Heis working to get Maxine Burns to speak on University of Pitts- 
urgh Medals amd Memorabilia. He suggested we check the Top of the Triangle 


for the November dinner meeting. 
*****DUBLICATIONS amd PUBLICITY COMMITTER***** 


President Murdoch advised he is looking for persons to head two new 
committees, Publications amd Publicity. . 


*****DTTTSBURGH ANA COMMITTEE***** 


President Murdoch requested we have an "Internal" Committee reporter 
for the 1989 Pittsburgh ANA. Ed Krivoniak volumteered to head it. 


+###*ePTCNIC COMMITTEE* * *** 


It was mentiomed that the Youngwood Coin Show is Sept. 16 and ll and 
Armor Murdoch's picnic will be Saturday the 10th. : 


HXHHKEECOTN SHOWS* * ** * * * 


August 13-14: PAN Convention, Hilton Imm, Lackawanma Sta., Scranton, Pa. 
August 14; Castle Shannon Antique/Collectable Show, 
Castle Shannon Firehall. 
Mapust el: Coim and Jewelry Show, Greentree Marriott. 
September 10,11: Youmgwood Coin Show, Youngwood, Pa. Firehall. 


Please addves your reply te person siguing letter. 


Allesteru. Peunsplumis Numismatic Society 


Fornded June Al, 1878 
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Wayne K. Homren, Vice President 
Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
1027 King Avenue 

Pittsburgh, PA 15206 

642-6900 (office) 

361-2722 (home) 

July 8, 1988 


E. Maxine Bruhns 
Nationality Rooms Programs 
1209 Cathedral of Learning 
University of Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh, PA 15260 


Dear Mrs. Bruhns: 


On behalf of our Society, | would like to extend our thanks for your offer to speak at our annual Social 
Meeting on November 1, 1988. The meeting is tentatively scheduled for the Top of the Triangle 
Restaurant, in the USX Tower, downtown. WPNS was founded in 1878, and is one of the oldest 
organizations of coin collectors in the country. Our 1988 Social Meeting will mark our 110th 
anniversary. 


As | mentioned on the phone, Sam Deep offered to display a portion of his University of Pittsburgh 
memorabilia collection at the meeting. Together with your presentation on the history of the Cathedral 
of Learning, I’m sure it will be a very enjoyable evening for us all. 


As a non-profit organization, we can’t offer you much more than our thanks for your time. We will of 
course, pay for your meal, and that of a guest should you decide to bring one. We will also supply a 
standard slide projector and screen. I'll be in touch again as the meeting date approaches, to make 


final arrangements. Thank you very much. 


Sincerely, 


Caja. ak 


Wayne K. Homren, Vice President 
Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 


REQUEST FOR AWARD 


PLEASE PRINT DATE 
THIS IS A REQUEST THAT AN EDUCATIONAL AWARD CERTIFICATE BE ISSUED TO: 


ADDRESS: 
Street 


City State 


WHO RECENTLY GAVE AN EDUCATIONAL TALK BEFORE THE: 


THIS TALK (WAS) (WAS NOT) ACCOMPANIED BY A SUITABLE EXHIBIT OR DISPLAY AND WAS 
& ON THE SUBJECT OF: 


ir WAS APPROXIMATELY Avs MINUTe FALK BEPORE 22 Js oy PROOPLE 
Length Number 


DATE. OF LAL 


IT IS OUR RECOMMENDATION THAT THIS PERSON BE GIVEN THIS EDUCATIONAL AWARD CER- 
TIFICATE FOR CONTRIBUTING TO THE ADVANCEMENT OF NUMISMATICS. 


WAM E SORE pica cos a ee 


NAME ‘OF CLUB OFFICER CERTIFICATE IS.TO BE MAILED TO; 


ADDRESS: 
Street 


MAIL COMPLETED REQUEST FORM TO: AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
REQUEST FOR AWARD PROGRAM 
818 NORTH CASCADE AVENUE 
COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO 80903-3279 


The Adventures of J. C. Buffum, Pittsburgh Entrepeneur 


By Wayne K. Homren 


Based on a talk presented to the 
Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 


August 2, 1988 


Joseph Curtis Buffum was a businessman who operated a successful bottling company in Pittsburgh. 
During the Civil War, his company issued a "copperhead" token advertising "Buffums Mineral Water". Just one 
variety of this Civil War Storecard token was produced, and it is estimated that 2,000 to 5,000 examples 
remain today’. 


This article begins with an outline of the life of J. C. Buffum and the history of his company. The remainder 
of the paper quotes several interesting entries from Buffum’s personal diary. 


DIGGING FOR HISTORY 


Much information about J.C. Buffum and his company was uncovered in an archeological study performed 
by Pittsburgh’s Carnegie Museum of Natural History. Artifacts were recovered from four major construction 
sites in downtown Pittsburgh, namely PPG Place, Fifth Avenue Place, CNG Tower, and the Benedum Center 
for the Performing Arts. Archaeologists and their assistants worked among bulldozers and other heavy 
construction equipment, racing against the clock to recover and record as many artifacts as construction 
schedules would allow. An exhibit titled “Pieces of the Past: Archaelogy in Pittsburgh" displayed many of the 
artifacts which had lain undisturbed beneath the busy city streets for over a hundred years. 


Many of the items recovered were found in wells and privies 16 to 45 feet below modern street level. Verna 
Cowin, director of the project, reported that one of the wells very likely belonged to Buffum’s bottling company. 
In the abandoned well were found examples of Buffum bottles spanning a forty year period, the oldest on the 
bottom. 


JOSEPH C. BUFFUM 


J. C. Buffum was born on January 22nd, 1825, in Westmoreland, New Hampshire. He studied law, 
medicine, and farming, and at the age of twenty-one, moved to Pittsburgh, PA with his brother Haskell. 
Joseph was greatly interested in medicine, and formed a Phreno-Magnetic Society, whose members studied 
the treatment of nervous disorders with magnetism, a very popular cure in mid-19th century America. He 
prepared medications for friends and relatives, but never became a physician. 


The brothers started a beer and pop business in 1847, selling their first products from a horse-drawn 


' [Fuld 75], p494 


wagon. While Haskell minded the business, J. C. set off in search of other pursuits. He was married in 
August, 1848, and returned to New Hampshire to study medicine at Dartmouth College. Just a year later 
news of the discovery of gold in California prompted J. C. to set out for Sacremento, CA. He had some minor 
success and was able to convert gold from his claim into some San Francisco real estate. In 1850 he returned 
to the bottling business, forming a partnership to sell soda water in San Francisco. 


By 1852 he had returned to Pittsburgh to resume business with his brother Haskell. In 1854 the firm moved 
to 26 Market Street, where they manufactured mineral water, sarsaparilla, pop, ale, and porter. Large orders 
were being shipped by water and rail across the country. The firm continued to grow, acquiring and merging 
with several other bottling companies. 


During the Civil War J.C. served as a captain. Later he was elected the Burgess of Lawrenceville. He 
became involved in other business enterprises including an oil refinery and a lumberyard. He died on March 
8, 1904, and was buried in Homewood Cemetary. The company continued in business until 1922, making it 
the longest-lasting bottling enterprise in Pittsburgh. 


THE DIARY 


From September, 1847 through October, 1854 Joseph Buffum kept a journal, which now resides in the 
California State Historical Society. A copy of the diary is in the collections of The Carnegie Library of 
Pittsburgh [Buffum ??]. It is a fascinating glimpse at mid-19th century life as seen through the eyes of an 
intelligent young man. The early pages of the diary describe his daily routine as a student, and his exploits as 
an amatuer physician. Later sections detail his arduous journey with fellow 49’ers across land to California. 
The remainder of this paper quotes various passages verbatim from Buffum’s diary. 


SCHOOL DAYS 


September 14th, 1847 


| am now resolved to quit business and prepare myself for college; for which purpose | have just purchased 
Anthony’s Greek lessons, and Bullion’s Latin Grammar, $.75, and am about to commence Cicero’s Orations 
under instruction of Mr. Bradley of Allegheny City, a graduate of Yale College. | am now determined to value 
time as it passes and improve it. ...._ | will now keep a dayly (sic) record of my time and progress and am 
determined that a day shall not pass without my doing some good not only to myself but to my fellow man. 


October 17th, 1847 


Still attended school; got along very well; attended some little to my business. Still practicing Magnetism; 
received a coat of Mr. Ramalege for restoring his daughter from the St. Vitus Dance; magnetized a good 


many..... | have magnetized a Miss Elisa Foyt several times she was very much troubled with the head ache but 
is now well of it. 


October 31st, 1847 


Raymond & Warrings Menagherie arrived in town today and made a very good display The roman chariot is a 
splendid affair. It is covered with gilt embossed figures as large as life; a great number of carriages. | think | will 
go to see it. They have Boa constrictors and an anaconda, a buffalo, one verry (sic) large elephant. Herr 
Dreirbruck is with them. 


GOING WEST 


January 20, 1849 
Met with the California A. T. & M. Co. at the Dartmouth Hotel. They have already met twice but have not yet 


DRAFT 


formed acompany. But they having obtained the requisite number 25. | was elected one of the Directors of the 
Company. | had for a long time felt the influence of the tide of enterprise setting towards Cal. and the flattering 
prospects in that section of our country. | devoted all the time | could spare from my recitations to informing 
myself on the state of the country, its productions, mineral wealth, etc, but had not yet met with a proper 
opportunity to go. It seemed to me that a company of this kind would meet my wishes exactly Therefore my wife 
being willing | joined this company.... The bonds to be given a week from tonight. The principal subject of 
discussion is how we shall raise a sufficient fund to procure provisions and ship them via Cape Horn. 


March 5, 1849 


Arrived at St. Louis found a place of more importance than | had supposed it to be; is improving rapidly. 
Behind it are beautiful rolling praries. 


April 4th, 1849 
Arrived at Independence found it thronged with emigrants. Proceeded to camp with Capt. Allen’s party from 
Pittsburgh and camped some 2 miles back of the town. 


... We made preparation to leave by way of Santa fe but abondoning that project for the want of sufficient 
number to awe the bold Camanches. 


... Mr. Robert Baird and myself took lodgings at Capt. Staples and made an arrangement to go in company with 
2 of his sons who were going out with 2 good 6 mule teams and plenty of provisions. Here we fared exceedingly 
well in a log cabin sleeping in the same room with the Proprietor and his lady and with others. This is fronteir life. 
We arrived ourselves of an opportunity to be present at a slave wedding which was altogether a nice affair. 


May 1st, 1849 


Cholera had already broken out here among the emigrants. Having completed our outfit we bid adieu to 
civilization and “rolled” out of town at 2 P.M. 


May 3rd, 1849 


When | arose this morning | discovered a prarie rattlesnake coiled beneath the blanket under my head where | 


suppose he had rested very comfortably but | soon put an end to his snakish career by separating his head to far 
from his body. 


May 16th, 1849 


Passed Rock Creek. We are passing over a very roling country. Came to Big Blue passed 2 graves,.... one a 
young man killed by the accidental discharge of his gun in the waggon. 


May 17th, 1849 


Some 3 miles further on we passed the junction of the St. Joseph road with this. This road was also swarming 
with emigrants. Some large trains with families some for Cal. and others for Oregon. The road is covered with 
waggons as far as the sight extends with their white tops presents to the spectator a truly imposing spectacle. 


May 19th, 1849 


Today we passed over a very level portion... Every bone or horn by the way side is endorsed with numerous 
individuals and companies names who have preceeded us, together with the date of passing. Papers are stuck 
up upon sticks recording unfortunate circumstance encounters with Indians and cautionary devices. 


May 20th, 1849 


We here refreshed ourselves with a bathing; a thing very essential to health on the journey and very-delightful 
after travelling long in the dust. 


May 24th, 1849 


A severe thunder storm came on from the east about nightfall and continued till midnight. Such lightning as we 


had | never before witnessed. It seemed as if everything in camp was wrapt in a sheet of flame and Nature 
groaned with awful and continued thunder. The display of electricity on the plains is grand and sublime beyond 
conception. The guards were driven in by the storm and the water increased to 3 inches depth in our tents and 
we crowded into the waggons and slept across bales and boxes for the night. 


June 21st, 1849 


2 of our animals sick from poison water or grass. Gave them salt and bled them in the mouth. ... 


Buffalo chips are still our principal fire wood. 


October, 1849 
Bought a claim for $200 and employed help at $16 per day or one ounce. 


November 11th, 1849 


We made a dividend of our dust concealed some of our tools in the earth beside a log, tied up our tent with the 
culinary vessels in it; took our blankets upon our backs and left the canyon. 
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"AFTER THE ANA" 


REPORT TO THE 1989 ORGANIZING COMMITTEE ON JULY 28, 1988 


Too bad some of you were unable to attend the Cincinnati convention. It was a 
great learning experience. Since an unexpected requirement in Erie prevents 
me from attending the picnic tonight, 1’11 share my thoughts with you via this 
letter, and ask Rich Crosby to pass it out. 


OUR PRESENCE IN CINCI: The Pittsburgh table was a hit. Visitors were upbeat 
about coming here next year. We ran out of 2500 GET TO THE POINT medals at 
Noon on Saturday and we sold all of the 36 T shirts Wayne designed. We have 
an order for 3 more; if anyone else wants some, tell Wayne. These shirts are 
the mandatory local show uniform for the next 12 months. 


RE ANA HQS: Ruthann Brettell is staying on and has been reassigned to 
convention planning. Pat Yates has been moved to publications. Both Ruthann 
and Bob Leuver, the new Executive Director, will be coming to Pittsburgh soon 
to meet with us. I have no idea how much disruption this change might cause, 
but we need to stand firm re. the work already done. 


LOCAL HEROES: All four Pittsburgh entries in the 120 exhibits were winners. 
Wayne Homren was the champ with a first place in tokens with his encased 
postage. Larry Korchnak with his seige coins was a close second in foreign-- 
in fact one judge told me he would have given Larry "Best of Show" if it were 
up to him. My son David took second place in the highly competitive medals 
category with 270 points out of 300--a score that would have won many of the 
other categories. My school medals placed behind David--where else? 


EDUCATION: John Burns got a bit of a shock, learning that Carl Wolf will be 
Basing up on his involvement with the Numismatic Theatre. But John’s up to 
the challenge--especially with the help we can give him. One positive 
development is that Walter Breen has agreed to moderate a cointrivia session. 


MEDAL: This is our present priority. Our worst error would be to create any 
anxiety over getting our medal designed on time. Don is now moving ahead full 
speed on this. Our theme continues as "Pittsburgh: Gateway to the Future.” 


NEXT PRIORITIES: I had the opportunity to meet with every past general 
chairman who was at the convention, including a private and candid meeting 
with the ones from Atlanta and Cincinnati. The most powerful messages were: 
€1) get a hard working committee; (2) meet frequently to see who needs help; 
and (3) stay ahead of ANA deadlines. Along these lines we need to do two 
things. 

1. Start monthly meetings. At the picnic, decide which night in which 

week works best for everyone. Make it early in the month so we can 
begin soon. At each of these meetings committee members will report 
on their progress and hear the latest developments from Colorado 
Springs. 
Create timelines. Everyone should come to the first meeting with a 
detailed schedule for how.you will carry out your responsibilities. 
If you need help with this, give me a call. By now each one of you 
should have also been in touch with your Cincinnati counterpart. 
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& The following exhibit winners were also presented Sat-— 
urday afternoon. The number in parenthesis indicates first, 

second or third place in each category. U.S. Coins: (1) 
Julius Turoff, (2) David Lange, (3) Vincent Alones. U.5. 
Paper Money: (1) Martin Leimkuhler, (2) William Mross, (3) 
Tommy Acker. Medals: (1) John Greenslet, (2) David G. Deep 
(3) Sam Deep. Tokens: (1) Wayne K. Homren, (2) Gary E. Lewis. 
Military Medals: (1) Paul Peters, (2) Vincent Alones, (3) 
Phil W. Greenslet. Obsolete Paper Money: (1) Dr. Radford 
Stearns. “Coins Issued Prior to 1500 A.D.: (1) William F. 


Spengler, (2) John E. Page. Foreign Coins Issued 1500 A.D. 


& Later: (1) Joseph E. Baling, (2) Lawrence C. Korchnak, 


(3) Ray Edgerton Lenker. 

Foreign Paper Money: (1) Gene Hessler, (2) Fred Schwan, 
(3) Jease Patuck. 3).S..Gold- Corns? (1) Diek Duncan, (2' 
Walter M. Baird, (3) Frank W. Duvall. Foreign Gold Coins: 
(1) Thomas H. Law, €2), James 0. Sweeny, (5). Aibert f..-Hall. 
Canadian Coins and Currency: (1) Jean A. Bullen. General 
or Specialized: (1) Dr. Thomas F. Fitzgerald, (2) Jay Roe, 
(3) Emmett Ma Ey. Private: Mint Issues since 1960: (1) Archie 
A. Black. Western Americana: (1) Douglas McDonald. Numis-— 
matic Errors: (1) David L. Shultz, (2) Keith Klopfenstein, 
(3) Jeff Peeler. Love Tokens: (1) Judy Schwan, (2) Edward 
O. Valentine. Local Interest Numismatic Material: (1) Paul 

6 : Petérs,. (2) Donald Young, (3) Prank We Duvall. Issues of 
the Government of Israel: (1) Dr. Thomas F. Fitzgerald. 

A short list of YN exhibit awards winners, covering 
a lot of exhibits - Darren Davis, Ana Luisa Ortiz,’ Greg 
Lyon, Laura Lewis and Paul D'Arcy. D'Arcy, entering the 
ANA competition for the first time, placed with six: of his 
seven exhibits. Lyon was right behind with four exhibits 
Wifining prizes. 

Publisher Clifford Mishler visited the CONECA meeting 
to name the latest Numismatic Ambassador, Del Romines of 
Kentucky. A third Roving Numismatic Ambassador was also 
named Friday. Charles Colver, who was the first regular 
ambassador, will receive his plaque later as family commit-— 
ments have prevented him from attending the ANA convention. 

The bidding continued to be spirited and competitive 
during the final session of the auction, according to Mike 
Haynes of Heritage Numismatic Auctions, tee. | Highifents 
ineluded an 1849 Mormon $10 Gold piece, AU-50/50,. $47,300 
and an 1852 di§s-Wesay: Office $506 eluc,’ .900° 11 hey:-MS-63/ 05, 
$60,500..." A 1915 Panama-Paciszic $1 gold pattern without 
the U.S. mint mark sold for $9,350 and an 1886-0 Morgan 
dollar, MS-65/65 prooflike, went to a mail bidder for $6,600. 
Proof sets from 1859 and 1872 brought identical bids of 
$7,700, while an 1876 proof set went for $6,600, All prices 
listed include -a.10 percent buyer's fee. 

ANACS's. plans to. slab. coins was the topic of dicussion 

= several times Saturddy. The introduction of ANACS slabs 
does not mean the end of the current grading system. inca Bee 
lectors have the option to certify their coins without a 
slab... “I tWink it's great that people are being given a 
choice," said Dodgeville, Wis., collector J. Paul Morrow. 
At the Numismatics International’ meeting, the majority of 
members were opposed to ANACS grading of world coins. 


SUNDAY 
JULY 24, 1988 


numismatic HhREWS 


A special edition for the 97th Anniversary Convention of the American Numismatic Association 


Adeline and Aubrey Bebee were 
presented with the ANA's highest honor 
Saturday night - the Farran Zerbe Mem- 
orial Award... Both are .lone-standine 
members of ANA, with Aubrey Bebee a 
former Medal of Merit winner. They 
recently donated their famous paper 
money collection to the ANA. 

Other awards presented Saturday 
night included the Good Fellowship 
Award to this year's general chairman 
of the convention, Bruce W. Stowe, 
the Louis S. Werner Host Club Award 


to the Cincinnati Numismatic Association, 


Numi static. Art Award: to:Jdohn Gook,; 
and the Glen Smedley Dedicated Service 


Award to U.S. Treasurer Katherine Ortega, 


U.S. Mint Director Donna Pope and Diane 
Wolf of. the U.S.7 Fine Arts Commission. 
Top exhibit awards were also given. 
The: Charies Hy. Worte,.-sr.,. Junior Best 
of Show Award went to Greg Lyon for 
his exhibit on 1987 Constitutional 
Commemoratives. The Howland Wood Senior 
Best of Show Award went to William 
F. Spengler for his exhibit on the 
"Sataman" System, South Asia's Oldest 
Coinage. The People's Choice Award 
went to Leon Hendrickson. 
Fifty-year awards were presented 
to clubs and -individuelds,. and a /35= 
year award went to the Boston Numismatic 
Society. See the convention program 
for complete listings. 
A number of other awards were 
presented Saturday afternoon. The 
top member booster award went to David 


Bourse hours: 
10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 


Open to dealers with tables 
at 8 a.m. 


All events at Cincinnati Conven- 
tion Center unless otherwise noted. 


ANA 


8 a.m. Worship service (Room 214). 

8:30 a.m. Convention pre-registration 
and registration open (Elm Street lobby). 

9 a.m. ANA business meeting No. 2 
(Room 222). Exhibiting and judging 
seminar (Room 205). 

10 a.m. Hospitality room opens to ANA 
members and spouses (Room 233). Exhibit 
area opens to the public (Elm Street 
entrance). 

3 p.m. Exhibit area closes. Exhibitors 
may remove exhibits. Convention pre-regis- 
tration and registration close. 

4 p.m. Exhibit area must be vacated. 
Exhibits must be removed. 


Professional 


4 p.m. Bourse must be vacated. 
1 p.m. Monday. Security room closes. 


C. Harper, and the dealer booster award was given to James. L. 


Miller. 


Bill Fivaz received the M. Vernon Sheldon A/V Award. 


Twenty-five-year individual and club membership awards were 


also presented. 
a complete listing. 


See the official convention program for 


Medals of Merit were presented to Dorothy and Al Baber, 


Bill and Elizabeth Wisslead and Mary Brooks, 


was given posthumously to Morris Bram. 


and the award 


Western PennsylGania WESTERN 
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DATE: Tuesday, July 5, 1988 
Tie oo 7:30 P.M. Meeting starts -at 8:15 P.M. 
WHERE: Offices of Carnegie Group Inc. 
Five PPG Place, Third AtVenue and Market Street, Downtown 
PROGRAM: Colonial Collectables, by Ray Renmick 


We comtinue to have good attendance with fourteen members in attend- 
ance at the June Business Meeting. : 


HHHEKEKKXORPT CH RSH HHH HEE 


The following officers were elected for the 1988 fiscal year: 
President: Armor Murdoch 
Vice President: Wayne Homren 
sie Secretary: Jerry Porter 
= Treasurer: John Burns 
Curator: Dick Gaetano 


HHH HKEKHKEMUMBRE ROH] P¥¥ HHH RH 


Avote was taken on the membership of Harry Colborn and we welcome 
as a mew member of the Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society.He will 
certainly be a positive addition to the group. 


*****MEMBERSHIP CARDS***** 


This months newsletter includes 1988 membership cards. 


KHEKKKKKEKEN POERM* * * ¥ ¥ % HHH 


Continuing from last month, here are the 6th and last stanzas of the 
submitted by Emerson Smith: . 


And Ann, Georges Four, Next Edward VII, 

And Fourth William all past, And George V, 

God gave us Victoria, Now Edward VIII, - 
Who long was the last is the monarch alive. 


HEEKHKKXECOTN SHOWS ** ¥¥ HHH 


J 8,9,10: Metro Washington Show, Sheraton Hotel, New Carrollton, Md. 
uly 14,16: Gettysburg Battlefield Coin Show, Holiday Inn, Bsns Rt. 15S. 


ul O-24; ANA Convention,. Cincinnati, Ohio convemtion center. 
Uatst eee BaN Conven idm, Hilton Inn, Lackawanna Stae, Scranton, Pa. 


y 10; Belle’ Vernon Show, Holiday Inn, Route 51 & I. 70 


Please address your reply to person signing letter, 


Ailestern. Pounsylvania Ninnismatie Society 
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ANDREW G. SMITH 
Attorney-at-Law 
Pittsburgh, Pa, 


1506 Berger Building 
Gourt 1826 


Tie KINGS AMD QUERHS OF ENGLAND 


First Williem the Norman, 

then William his son, 
Henry, Stephen and Henry, 

and Richerd and John, 


ext Henry the third, 

Edwards one, two and three, 
égein after Richard, 

three Henrys we see. 


two Edwards, third Richerd, 
if I rightly guess, 
two Henrys, sixth Edvard, 
: Queen Nary, Queen Bess. 


Then Jamie the Scotchman, 

and Charles whom they slew, 
Received after Cromwell, 

antcher Charles toc. 


Then James the second 

ascended the throne, 
4nd Wilifam and Mary together 

Game on. 


4nd. don, Georges four, 

and fourth Willfiem all past, 
God gave us Victoria 

who long was the last, 


Hext Edward the seventh, 
and George number five, 
flow Edward the eighth 


= ie the monarch alive. 
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fhe foregoing ie an old poem of unknown origin with the last stanza only revised, 
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187g-\912 
DATE: Tuesday, June 7, 1988 
TIME: 7:30 P.M. Meeting starts 8:15 P.M. 
WHERE: Offices of Carnegie Group Inc, 
Five PPG Place, Third Avenue and Market Street, Downtown 
PROGRAM: Annual Business Meeting 


Our good attendance record continued in May. Sixteen members and four guests were on hand to hear Jerry Porter’s 
illustrated talk on "Mexican Revolutionary Coinage and Paper Money, 1910-1917." 


Please note the following ground rules for entering the PPG 5 building: a guard will be posted in the lobby to admit 
members and guests from 7:15 to 8:15 pm. Latecomers must go to the guard desk in the lobby of the main tower (PPG 1), 
and a guard will let them in. Take the elevator to the sixth (top) floor. 

2 2 2 2 2 2K 2 2 2K 2 2K 26 2 2 2 2 2 2 2K 2k ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 26 26 2k 2k 2k 2k 2s 2h 2k 2k 2k 2k he 2k 2k 2h 2k 2k 2k 2k 2k 2k 2 


ge June is our annual business meeting. Outgoing officers will present their reports, and a new slate of officers will be elected. 


AUDITING COMMITTEE: At the May meeting an auditing committee consisting of Jerry Porter and Pat McBride was 
named. 


MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE: The membership committee of Larry Dziubek, John Burns, and Glenn Otterman has 
refered the application of Harry Colborn to the membership. A vote will be taken at the June meeting. 


NOMINATING COMMITTEE: A Nominating Committee was also formed. It consists of present and former presidents 
Richard Crosby, Chuck Erb, and Larry Korchnak. The committee has nominated the following slate of officers for the 
upcoming fiscal year: 


President: Armor Murdoch 
Vice-President: Wayne Homren 
Secretary: Jerry Porter 
Treasurer: John Burns 
Curator: Dick Gaetano 


Past President Chuck Erb is working on a research project concerning the counterstamped 1815 and 1825/3 Bust Quarters 

(done at the Mint). The counterstamp appears on the obverse above the cap. There are letters "E" & "L", and it is reported 

there was also "R", "M", or "H". He is researching all past auction catalogs or price lists from 1850 to 1985 that may have 

listed these counterstamped pieces. He would like the name and date of the catalog or list, lot number, coin date, grade, and 

counterstamp letter. He would appreciate any member having old catalogs or price lists to check to see if any are listed. For 
eo" information call Chuck at 364-8488. 


2k 2k 246 2 2 2s 26 2k 2k 2 2 2 2 26 2k 2k 2 2k 2k 2k 2K 2K OK A POEM OB 2A 246 2s 26 2k 2k fe 24k 2g fs 24 2c ic 24 24k fc 24s 24 2 2k he 2s 2c 2c 2 26 24k 6 2s 2c 2 2k 2 


Continuing from last month, here are the 3rd through Sth stanzas of the poem submitted by Emerson Smith. It’s titled "The 
Kings and Queens of England", and is a useful way to remember their names and order of reign. 


Two Edwards, third Richard, Then Jamie the Scotchman, Then James the Second, 
if I rightly guess. and Charles whom they slew, —_ ascended the throne 

Two Henrys, sixth Edward, Received after Cromwell, And William and Mary together 
Queen Mary, Queen Bess. another Charles too. came on. 
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June 11-12: Altoona Coin Club Show, Logan valley Mz looné 

June 12: Antique and Collectible Fair. Castle Shas cee is 

June 24-26: Garden State Numismatic Assoc. Conv., Hyatt, Rt. 70 Cherry Hill, NJ 
4 June 25-26: New Jersey Token/Medal Show, Hyatt, Rt. 70, Cherry Hill NJ” 

August 13-14: PAN Convention, Hilton Inn, Lackawanna Station, Scranton, PA 


WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 


PITTSBURGH, PENNA. 


APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
eB (Please Print) 
voces 1s 


I hereby apply for membership in the Western Pennsylvania 
Numismatic Society, and agree if elected to abide by the Society's 
rules and by-laws. 


Name JP IRE OL [BORA 


Address B&O Micscnd BE, r san Z 


Lb YSVIE. fh Phone__22> 2-279 fe 
oO (S66 
Business Ket i ae 5 Position 


Business Address 


Age GG. I have been interested in numismatics for-22 years, and my 


present field of interest igi Jaree Cerise ee 


I am now a member of the following numismatic or other avocational organ- 


izations (Name in full) Carl. limerican (ep ce enn 


o= ) Viewrna Mato AMA. | 


nea) : 
The sum of io ioe is attached, covering initiation fee and dues for 19__-19__. 


Bic eer ie ree 


E OF THE , ' 
seaidseat ete Soares (Signature of Applicant) 


As a member in good standing of the W. P. N. S., 
I endorse the above applicant for membership and 
enclose herewith a letter of recommendation. 
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Do you plan 
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WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 


PITTSBURGH, PENNA. 


APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
(Please Print) 
soa ods. 


I hereby apply for membership in the Western Pennsylvania 
Numismatic Society, and agree if elected to abide by the Society's 
tules and by-laws. 


Name JAR OL LIZO RAY 
Address B&O /< KOR Vad a 2 


Sipe Rysvitie fp = SVIE Fp Phone_ 223-2 os Pare 


R \ (S66 
Business ! Position 


Business Address 


Age GG. I have been interested in numismatics for_22 years, and my 


present field of interest is_large cent. 


Pn Sees eee cers eee aI he Pe PERE 


I am now a member of the following numismatic or other avocational Ofgan- 


izations (Name in full)_ Gaels limerican (oppecs ee 


i Bie eater een Tea a gee ee ee Ne eee 


The sum of $ is attached, covering initiation fee and dues for i ieee |: See 


P THE : , 
eveincteree Diaries (Signature of Applicant) 


As a member in good standing of the W. P. N. S., 
I endorse the above applicant for membership and 
enclose herewith a letter of recommendation. 
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(Stenature of Sponsor) 


WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 


PITTSBURGH, PENNA. 


APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
(Please Print) 
sot ws. 


I hereby apply for membetship in the Western Pennsylvania 
Numismatic Society, and agtee if elected to abide by the Society's 
tules and by-laws. 


Name FAIR OL /IZO RAYS 


Addis BEOY ple xccey pd i ps 


b ao Jin Zz Phone_Z72>2-2 794 
Business Kehred a oor & Position 


Business Address 


hee: Sete I have been interested in numismatics for_-22 years, and my 


present field of interest is__/@ 14S. cent. 


oF ait Atego aceeem ep ee ee nee LS ae 


I am now a member of the following numismatic or other avocational Ofgan- 


izations (Name in full) Gadi Limerican Coppers Lenn & 


a erie ie aes Se la are 


The sum of $ is attached, covering initiation fee and dues for 19__-19_.. 


FOR USE OF THE ; 
7 i 
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTER Signature of Applicant) 


As a member in good standing of the W. P. N. S., 
I endorse the above applicant for membership and 
enclose herewith a letter of recommendation. 
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Wayne K. Homren 
1027 King Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15206 


April 5, 1988 


Western Pennsylvania 
Numismatic Society 


Gentlemen: 


This letter concerns the membership application of Harry Colborn. Harry is a longtime member of 
EAC (Early American Coppers). He specializes in die varieties of U.S. Large Cents, which he began 
collecting in 1968. His collection currently numbers some 600 pieces. 


Harry was born near Pittsburgh, worked many years in New Jersey and recently retired to Murrysville. 
Harry read about WPNS in the numismatic press, and has regularly attended meetings since his first 
visit in January. He joined PAN (Pennsylvania Association of Numismatists), and has been a regular 
at the meetings of Western PAN. 


| believe Harry would make a fine new addition to our Society, continuing our longstanding tradition of 
numismatic excellence. | hereby nominate Harry Colburn for membership in WPNS. 


Sincerely, 


Wayne K. Homren 


Wayne K. Homren 
1027 King Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15206 


April 5, 1988 


Western Pennsylvania 
Numismatic Society 


Gentlemen: 


This letter concerns the membership application of Harry Colborn. Harry is a longtime member of 
EAC (Early American Coppers). He specializes in die varieties of U.S. Large Cents, which he began 
collecting in 1968. His collection currently numbers some 600 pieces. 


Harry was born near Pittsburgh, worked many years in New Jersey and recently retired to Murrysville. 
Harry read about WPNS in the numismatic press, and has regularly attended meetings since his first 
visit in January. He joined PAN (Pennsylvania Association of Numismatists), and has been a regular 
at the meetings of Western PAN. 


| believe Harry would make a fine new addition to our Society, continuing our longstanding tradition of 
numismatic excellence. | hereby nominate Harry Colburn for membership in WPNS. 


Sincerely, 


Wayne K. Homren 
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WP JNJ. PRESIDENTS REPORT JUNE 1988 


Dear Members of the Society: 


1987-88 has been a very eventful year of our Society. It has shown great 
progress in the following areas: Attendence, treasury and progams. 


Membership - included the following: 


1. Eileen Kelly 
Ze Tea. Schitt 


The members who are no long among our ranks and will not be forgotten by us. 


1. Dr James O. Sloss 
2. Gifford Kelly 


Membership certificates and membership cards were presented to all current 
members at the annual banquet held at Wright's. 


A.N.A - 1989 Convention The WPNS is to be one of the co-sponsors of this 
event. Much planning and club support is needed for the convention to be 
successful. 


WPNS Encased Cent Book has finally become a reality thanks to Bill Hunter, 
Dick Galano and others. 


WPNS migrated from the Station Square facilities of theCarnegie Group to 
PPG Center, again many thanks must be given to them. 


In closing I would like to thank the membership and especially my fellow 
officers for their dedication and support. Special note to Wayne Hameran 
for the excellent job he has performed as secretary for the past two years. 


All good things must come to a close and I'm sure that the new officers 
will prove very capable in their duties. 


Thanks for letting me serve you the past two years. 
Richard J. Crosby 


President 
June 7, 1988 


Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 


Secretary’s Report 
June, 1988 


This year was another active one for WPNS. When our host Carnegie Group moved from Station 
Square to PPG Place, WPNS followed. Since February, 1988, we have have met in a 6th floor 
conference room in Five PPG Place. 


Meeting attendance has continued to increase. Our high-water mark was in July, when twenty 
members and six guests heard Ray Rennick’s talk on "Our Numismatic Friends." After all, "Numismatic 
Friends" are what this Society is all about. 


Two of our guests became members this year: Eileen Kelly and Ted Shiff. Our average attendence for 
the year was about 17 members and 3 guests. This year’s average was about three more than last year. 


There was also good attendence at our special meetings this year. In September ’87 eighteen people 
picniced at Armor Murdoch’s cottage in Derry, PA. In November, thirty members and guests attended our 
Social Meeting at Wright’s Seafood Inn in Heidelberg, PA. 


Our set of programs this year was as diverse as ever, reflecting the wide-ranging interests of our 
members. Several talks were accompanied by written articles, continuing our longstanding WPNS 
tradition of scholarship. 


The full list of this year’s programs follows: 


July: "Our Numismatic Friends", by Ray Rennick 

August: "The Carnegie Museum Coin Collection", by Bill Hunter 

October: "The Year 1935 Historically and Numismatically", Dick Buckley 
November: "The Pennsylvania Canal", by Frank Kurtic (guest speaker) 
December: "Numismatic Periodicals and Fixed Price Lists", John Burns 
January: "The Coinage of Panama", by Richard Crosby 

February: "Latin American Republic Coinage", by Ed Krivoniak 

March: "Napoleon Bonaparte: Reflections on the Man", by Larry Korchnak 
April: "The 1908 Pittsburgh Sesquicentennial", by Dick Gaetano 

May: "Mexican Revolutionary Coins and Paper Money", by Jerry Porter 


Some minor improvements were made in our system for mailing the newletters. Computer-generated 
mailing labels are still being used, and a rubber return-address stamp was acquired. 


Having been Secretary for the past two years, | have seen our Society progress greatly. Our 
membership has grown, and despite our occasional differences of opinion we remain steadfast in our 
dedication to numismatic scholarship and fellowship. 


| regret that other demands on my time will prevent me from continuing as Secretary. |’ll work with my 
successor to ensure as smooth a transfer as possible. I’m looking forward to another successful year 


with my numismatic friends of WPNS. 


Respectfully Submitted, 
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Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 


Membership Roster 
May, 1988 


. Richard F. Buckley 
5839 Glen Ora Drive 
Bethel Park, PA 15102 
(home) 831-5713 
(office) 374-5187 


. John Burns 
96 LaMont Drive 
North Huntingdon, PA 15642 
(home) 824-2281 


- Donald D. Carlucci 
106 Wye Oake Drive 
Cheswick, PA 15024 
(home) 274-5707 
(office) -same- 


. Harry W. Colborn 
3809 Hickory Hill Road 
Murrysville, PA 15668 
(home) 733-2796 
(office) 


. J. Wesley Coltman, Jr. 
27 Ruthfred Drive 
Pittsburgh, PA 15241 
(home) 835-4360 
(office) 531-3600 


- Richard J. Crosby 
2543 Penn Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222 
(home) 486-4515 
(office) 281-1490 


. Lawrence C. Dziubek 
4034 Franklin Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15214 
(home) 931-4939 
(work) 644-6616 


. L. D. Ecoff 
133 North Pinellas Avenue 
Tarpon Springs, FL 34689 


. Charles N. Erb 
130 West Sandle Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15237 
(home) 364-8488 


. Richard T. Foley 
4 West Manilla Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15220 
(home) 279-3035 


. Mr. Richard Gaetano 
5332 Holiday Drive 
Pittsburgh, PA 15236 
(home) 653-7723 


. Dr. Charles F. Gratz 
2761 Bingham Drive 
Upper St. Clair, PA 15241 
(home) 941-6452 
(office) 941-9440 


. Mr. Rodger E. Hershey 
175 Crescent Hills Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15235 
(home) 795-6388 


. Mr. Wayne K. Homren 
1027 King Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15206 
(home) 361=2722 
(office) 642-6900 


. Mr. William V. Hunter, Jr. 
1151 Scorer Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15207 
(home) 462-3931 
(work) 461-2237 


. Dr. Aaron B. Ilson 
Wynmoor Village 
4701 Martinique Drive #A-1 
Coconut Creek, FL 33066 


. Mrs. Eileen Kelly 
4628 Clairton Blvd. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15236 
(home) 882-6150 
(office) 882-6900 


. Mr. Lawrence C. Korchnak 
103 North Brodhead Road 
Aliquippa, PA 15001 
(home) 375-7987 
(office) 774-0252 


. Mr. Edward Krivoniak 
656 Crysler Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15226 
(home) 341-1458 
(office) 261-9000 


. Mr. William Lowery 
238 Crestview Drive 
Pittsburgh, PA 15236 
(home) 655-4914 


. Mr. Bruce R. McAvoy 
926 Ivy Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15232 
(home) 621-2791 
(office) 256-7267 


. Pat McBride 
1400 Grandview Avenue 
McKeesport, PA 15132 
(home) 672-2204 


. Mr. William McCook Miller 
631 Pitcairn Place 
Pittsburgh, PA 15232 
(office) 355-6430 


. Glenn A. Mooney 
521 Penn Vista Drive 
Pittsburgh, PA 15235 
(home) 371-2249 


. Armor M. Murdoch 
1111 Franklin Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15221 
(home) 731-9807 


. John A. Nelson 
One Foster Square 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212 


. Glenn E. Otterman 
12 East Scott Drive 
Dravosburg, PA 15034 
(home) 466-7074 


. Gerald S. Porter 
1958 Pittview Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212 
(home) 321-2122 


. Raymond C. Rennick 
217 Tea Rose Drive 
Natrona Heights, PA 15065 
(home) 224-2036 
(office) 337-2014 


. Mr. J. Paul Scheetz 
1421 Oliver Building 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222 


. Mr. Edmund J. Schenk, Jr. 
10690 Utrillo Lane 
Northglenn, CO 80234 


. Mr. Ted Shiff 
P20. BOx 13043 
Pittsburgh, PA 15243 
(home) 276-6782 
(office) 531-3100 


. Emerson S. Smith 
1072 Summer Place 
Pittsburgh, PA 15243 
(home) 561-2885 


. Alan E. Stricker 
Box 176 
Venetia, PA 15367 
(home) 941-8135 


. Mr. Clifford Sutton 
P.O. Box 17305 
Mesa, AZ 85212 


. Mr. Joseph N. Tosh 

330 Wilson Avenue 

Beaver, PA 15009 
(home) 774-1872 


. Mr. Roy H. Van Ormer 

18 West Cherry Street 

Washington, PA 15301 
(shop) 228-4653 


Mailing List Only 


. Across the Nation 
Numismatic News 

700 E. State Street 
Iola, WI 54990 


. Coin World 
911 Vandemark Road 
Sidney, OH 45367 


Prospective Members 


. Mr. William L. Bailey 

430 Fort Couch Road 

Pittsburgh, PA 15241 
(home) 831-9287 
(office) 531-2020 


. Mr. Nevin Greninger 
4007 Squire’s Manor 
Library, PA 15129 
(home) 
(office) 


. Mr. Robert Zavos 

118 Shangri-La Drive 

Monroeville, PA 15146 
(home) 325-2175 
(office) 


Wayne K. Homren, Secretary 

Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
1810 Antietam St. 

Pittsburgh, PA 15206 

July 5, 1988 


Ken Bressett 

Director of Education 

American Numismatic Association 
818 N. Cascade Avenue 

Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279 


Dear Ken: 


As the outgoing Secretary of WPNS, my final official act is to request ANA Educational certificates for 
our members who have given presentations at meetings during my tenure. | apologize for not having 
requested these on a regular basis; | find myself now catching up on two years’ worth of programs. 


The list of titles and presenters follows. Since it’s a long list, I’ll understand if it takes some time to 
recieve our certificates. Thank you for your time. 


July 1, 86: "News Notes from the Numismatic Cellar", Glenn Mooney. 

August 5, 86: "The John Beck Estate", Emerson Smith 

September 2, 86: "The History and Collecting of Checks", Wayne Homren 
October 7, 86: “English Enameled Coins", Richard Crosby 

December 2, 86: "Sales Tax Tokens", Dick Gaetano 

January 6, 87: "British East Africa", Ed Krivoniak 

February 3, 87: "The Pennsylvania Turnpike", Rodger Hershey 

March 3, 87: "Swiss Shooting Thalers", Chuck Erb 

April 7, 87: "Railroads in Numismatics", Glenn Mooney 

May 5, 87: "Odd Denominations in Early Pittsburgh Money", Wayne Homren 
July 7, 87: “Our Numismatic Friends", by Ray Rennick 

August 4, 87: "The Carnegie Museum Coin Collection", by Bill Hunter 
October 6, 87: "The Year 1935 Historically and Numismatically", Dick Buckley 
December 1, 87: "Numismatic Periodicals and Fixed Price Lists", John Burns 
January 5, 88: "The Coinage of Panama", by Richard Crosby 

February 2, 88: “Latin American Republic Coinage", by Ed Krivoniak 

March 1, 88: "Napoleon Bonaparte: Reflections on the Man", by Larry Korchnak 


April 5, 88: "The 1908 Pittsburgh Sesquicentennial", by Dick Gaetano 


July 5, 1988 


® May 3, 88: "Mexican Revolutionary Coins and Paper Money", by Jerry Porter 


Sincerely, 


Warn. ae Heya 


Wayne K. Homren, Secretary 
Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
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Wayne K. Homren 
1027 King Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15206 
July 5, 1988 


Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
2543 Penn Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222 


To the WPNS Membership: 


This letter concerns the membership application of William L. Bailey. Bill is a collector of U.S. Cents, 
both large and small. He began collecting in 1922, and was first elected to WPNS membership in 
1934, and attended meetings for a number of years. In those days Bill became acquainted with many 
of our Society’s prominent members, including George Marlier and founding member George Clapp. 


World War Il and personal matters kept Bill from remaining active in the Society. His interest in 
numismatics has recently been rekindled, and he would like to rejoin WPNS. Our bylaws state that 
members who are inactive for a period of more than five years must reapply to the Society as a new 
member. | would like to recommend that the Society vote to reinstate Bill Bailey into WPNS 
membership. 


Sincerely, 


Can me Ke, Hevnne 


Wayne K. Homren 


ma 


